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YearRound Camping at Camp Shands

Welcome to Baden Powell Scout Reservation (BPSR), home of Camp
Shands and Camp Dauvis.

BPSR is home to the North Florida Council central summer camping
program, Camp Shands. Camp Davis, a primitive camping area, is also
located on the 700-acre facility.

BPSR can accommodate unit and district camping needs throughout the
year. With 13 different campsites, including Camp Davis and the tree
houses, BPSR can cater to multitudes of Scouts and their families.

In addition to great campsites, other features of camp include:

T Our incredible shooting sports areas, geared to help teach Scouts and
adults about safe rifl e, shotgun, and archery activities

1 A beautiful sea front on Lake Osborne, with great opportunities for
swimming, fishing, and boating

T Miles of beautiful hiking trails

1 C.O.P.E. and climbing opportunities

T And much more

Baden Powell Scout Reservation is open for camping from September to
April, and is closed May through August due to Summer Camp operations.

Camp Shands

Hours of operations: 8am - 5pm

Camp is closed on Tuesdays

Phone number: 352.475.1212

For reservations, please call 904.388.0591

1 Camp Shands "Permit for Camp Use" Form™

1 Camp Shands "Facilities Usage Fees" Form™

1 Camp Shands "Shooting Range" Form ™

1 Camp Shands "Summer Camp 2008 Reservation" Form™®
9 Camp Shands "Canoe Rental" Form =
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll
YearRound Camping at Camp Echockotee

Camp Echockotee offers many great opportunities for units to come and
camp on the shore of Doctor's Lake. Camp Echockotee, founded in the
early 1920's has 8 large campsites plus many pavilions and program areas
to fit your Scouting Adventure.

All Scouting Packs, Troops, Teams, Crews, and Posts are encouraged to
come and hike the wilds of Echockotee, fish the shore of Doctor's Lake,
and build memories for years to come.

Camp is open from September to April, and is closed May through the 1st
weekend after Labor Day for Aquatics Camp Operations and Clean Up.

Camp Echockotee:

Hours of operations: 8am - 5pm
Camp is closed on Wednesdays
Phone Number: 904.264.0121

For reservations, please call 904.388.0591
-

| Eamp Echockotee "Facilities Usage Fees" Form™
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Tanah Keeta Scout Reservation
8501 Boy Scout Road Tequesta, Florida 33469
Reservations: (561) 694-8585

Phone: (561) 746-8749 Fax: (561) 744-6593

After WW Il the Federal government gave what was then Camp
Murphy to the state of Florida. This piece of land is now known as
Jonathan Dickenson State Park. At the time the Gulf Stream Council
petitioned Congress for one square mile of that property, which
bordered the Loxahatchee River. In 1953 a bill was passed leasing our
Council Section 15 of Camp Murphy.

1956 became the last year that Summer Camp was held at Camp
Osborne. The following year, even though the lease would run for
another nine years. The Executive Board voted to return the Camp to
Palm Beach County. One of the conditions of the return was that Boy
Scout troops would not be allowed to lease the property for the
purpose of running a camp. However, Cub Scout groups would be
allowed to rent it for picnics and day activities. Camp Osborne is now
known as John Prince Park (located in the present Manatee District)
and many Scouts of all ages regularly camp at, and use, Scout Hill.
The first Summer Camp at Tanah Keeta was held in 1957 at what is
now known as Clear Lake.

In 1960 the fees for a week of Summer Camp at Tanah Keeta were
$16.00; an additional $.50 was charged per boy if their troop did not
carry insurance on their Scouts.

In June of 1970 Jack Oldham became the first full time Ranger at
Tanah Keeta. Calvin Bailey took the reigns from 1978 i 1980, Jim
Preston from 197971 1984, Chuck Detman from 1984 i 1985, Jerry
Pence from 19851 2000, and our current Ranger, Steve Steinmetz has
been there since 2001. In 2006 Harlan Pierce joined Ranger Steve and
became the first "second full-time" ranger at the Reservation.

Please check back soon for more details on the history of the Tanah
Keeta Scout Reservation!
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Camp Miles

The reservation is comprised of 1,280 acres and is part of the Cecil Webb
Wildlife Management area. The reservation includes two facilities: Camp
Miles (for Boy Scouts and Explorers) and Camp Gannett (for Cub Scouts
and their families).

> Click to see a map of the campsite <

Directions to Camp Miles

Camp Miles is part of the Price-Sanders Scout Reservation. The
reservation is located on State Road 74, 15 miles east of Punta Gorda
and 3 miles west of the intersection of SR 31 and SR 74.

38751 Bermont Road, Punta Gorda, FL, 33982

> Click Here for a Map <

History of Camp Miles

Dr. Franklin Miles was a native of
Indiana, and was orphaned at a
very early age. Through strong
determination he became a leader
in the research and medical fields.
After earning his degree as a
doctor of medicine, Dr. Miles
started his practice in Indiana. As
his practice grew, he, along with
several of his associates, recognized the need to develop medicines
that could be taken by patients without prescription, thus the idea of
"patent medicine." With his associates, Miles Laboratory was founded
in Elkhart, Indiana. Today, the lab and its worldwide affiliates are
widely known as the producers of Alka-Seltzer!

In 1904, Dr. Miles came to Fort Myers to retire. While he lived in Fort
Myers, he was very active in community and civic affairs. He had a
particular interest in youth and young men, who possessed the will
and determination to overcome all challenges in life to be a success.
Our camp is a memorial to this man, Dr. Franklin Miles, and his family.
The Price-Sanders Scout Reservation, of which Camp Miles is a part,
occupies a section of land one mile wide and two miles deep, on the
eastern boundary of the Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area. The
buildings on the Reservation (PSSR) include: a central dining hall,
individual troop campsites, a health lodge, a trading post, archery,
rifle and shotgun ranges, a chapel by the lake, and ecology lodge, a
central heated shower facility, a training lodge, a swimming pool.
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Camp Flying Eagle

CAMP FLYING EAGLE GUIDELINES

Camp Flying Eagle began in the late 1920's and
Is still in use today as a camp providing the
outdoors to Scouts and visitors as well. It is
situated on the Manatee River in the Manatee ; &
District of the Southwest Florida Council. The Manatee or "Singing Rlver
provides a backdrop for the amphitheater outside the dining hall, and also
provides several water activities. The unique contrast to the busy world is a
favorite of many units. As with Camp Miles, Camp Flying Eagle is available
to Council units as well as participating agencies and out of Council units.
See the Camp Site Layout or get directions to Camp Flying Eagle. The
camp's physical address is 16009 Upper Manatee River Road.

To make a reservation, or to inquire about the Camp, please call the
Council Service Center at 1-800-269-8072 (941 and 239 area codes) or 1-
239-936-8072 (all other areas), or contact Information/Advancement via e-
mail. To view the location of the camp, please refer to the Council map.

Camp Flying Eagle is going through some renovations, so please, pardon
our dust.
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Camp Sawyer, Florida Keys

Directions: i |

Camp Sawyer is located 35 miles north of Key 4 ! ST
West on Summerland Key at mile marker 34 on »

the south side of US1, about 3 miles south of the entrance to Bahia Honda
State park.

BView an aerial photo of the camp

A ten acre site located deep in the Florida Keys |
with the Atlantic Ocean on the east shore and |
the Gulf of Mexico directly to the west. A tropical
aquatic wonderland: swimming, snorkeling, :
fishing and boating are many of the favorite
adventures.

There are four tropical campsites right on the Atlantic Ocean. Gentle ocean
breezes will lull you to sleep as you lay in your tent or in your hammock
between the palm trees. An open covered shelter, a group campfire area,
an activity shelter, and a latrine with shower facilities are available for you
and your family or your Scouting unit. If you have a boat, deep sea and
reef fishing are big attractions. If you do not have

a boat, many charter boats are available on Al
nearby islands. Fishing is also permitted off a
nearby fishing pier located just outside the
camp.

Many groups also take the time to also visit Key
West, just 30 minutes away. In Key West, you &8 s
can visit the Southernmost Point of the United States and VISIt the Key
West Aquarium to see the local fish. Be sure to visit Mallory Square in old
town Key West at sunset for the daily sunset festival. Many other
attractions include: the Harry S. Truman Little White House, the
Hemingway house, Glass bottom boat tours, and a troop favorite, bicycle
tours around the island.
|
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Camp Everglades, Everglades

National Park
Directions to Camp Everglades
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Map from Everglades National Park entrance to
Camp Everglades

Take US 1 or the turnpike south (last exit) to SW
344th St. /State Road 9336. Make a right following
the sign for the Everglades National Park (ENP)
and continue through Florida City ~ 1.3 miles until
the first stop sign (SW 192nd Ave, Robert is Here
Fruit Stand is on the SW corner). Following the sign
for ENP make a left and continue for ~ 2.4 miles to
the next stop sign (county prison on the SE corner).
Following the sign for ENP make a right and
continue ~ 6.0 miles to the ENP Entrance Station.
At the entrance station tell them you are going to
the Boy Scout Camp and you will not be charged
the entrance fee. Continue for ~ 1.7 miles to the
first intersection. Following the sign for the Royal
Palm Visitor Center make a left and continue for ~
0.8 miles to the first intersection. Following the sign
for the Research Center make a right and go ~ 0.5
miles to the next intersection. Make a right and
continue for ~ 1.8 miles and look for the camp
entrance on your left. If you reach the research
center you have gone too far.
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Camp Seminole, West Broward

County

3301 S.W. 142 Avenue
Davie, Florida 34450
954-452-1686

Ranger Ray Swift

e-mail: RSwift@sfcbsa.org

Directions:

Camp Seminole is located

just North of Griffin Road %
and just East of I-75. From ,
[-75, exit west, turn right at

the first light (Weston '
Road), then right again at the light at South Post
Road and cross over the bridge. Turn right on SW
154 Avenue and follow the road as it turns to the
east. The canal remains on your right. Turn left at
SW 142 Avenue (Boy Scout Road) and continue

north for about half a mile. The camp entrance is on

your left.

Unfortunately, due to Hurricane Wilma Cap
Seminole is closed until further notice!

Click for further information
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Wallwood Boy Scout Reservation

23 Wallwood BSA Rd.

Quincy, Florida 32351

(850) 627-3269 Map of Wallwood

1 WALLWOOD
SCOUT RESERVATION

c.ﬂ'l'lp Tom 1. COPEClimbing Rappeing

2. BMBIX Track
Hilthl!l"!f 3. Archery/Shotgun Range

4. Rifle Rangs
% Cherokes Feld
&, Fmgley Building' Shower
7. First Year Camgper Area
#. Administration
1. Health Ledge
1, Crinimeg Hall
Il Tmeding Post
12 Stalf Bunk Houss

13, Stndf Lodge

14. Woodward Building/Shower
15 Cruidoor kills Pavilion

ik, Mature Lodge

17, Witerfront

18, Comncil Ring

1%, Pool
20, Mainience Area
21. Ranger's Residence
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McGregor Smith Scout Reservation, Gulf Ridge
Council, BSA

McGregor Smith Scout Reservation, located approximately ninety minutes north of

Tampa, features a beautiful venue for all of your camping needs. Converieatisd

just west of 47 5 Mc Gregor Smith is within one day
400 miles) from the BSA Sea Base. The Withlacoochee River runs along the McGregor

Smith property west all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. Owned by SWFWMD and

operaed by the Gulf Ridge Council, McGregor Smith is buffered by over 50,000 acres of
protected wilderness, making it home to deer, turkey, and various species of waterfowl.

McGregor Smith has several options for your visit.
1 First, cabins are available fagnt. A cabin sleeps eight individuals and can be
rented for $10.00 per person.
1 Second, tent camping is available for $2.00 per person. McGregor Smith is fully
outfitted with all of the modern amenities for your convenience.
Electricity is available in th campsites as well as access to flushing toilets and running
showers.

The Gulf Ridge Council is also able to offer special Scout prices to nearby attractions
Busch Gardens in Tampa, and Orl andobds Sea
Smith.

For moreinformation on camping at McGregor Smith Scout Reservation please contact
the Gulf Ridge Council toll free at (888) 52375 or visit us online at
www.boyscouting.com.

e

CAMP LONE OAK

CHARLES H TOPMILLER
TROPICAL CANOE BASE
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: . .

: Flamlng Arrow Scout Reservation
Gulf Ridge Council's primary facility. FASR is our 1200
acre summer camp with three lakes, air conditioned

: = dining hall, and several program areas. Physical
Address 1201 Boy Scout Camp Rd, Lake Wales, FL 33898. Click here for
MapQuest Directions

AND Aigwur
SERVATION

Sand Hill Scout Reservation is over 1,212 acres of gentle rolling land, dotted with lakes,
varied wildlife and vegetation, and other amenities that make this property great as a
Scout Camp. Sand Hill is considered one of the best Scout camps in Florida and in the
southeast. Sand Hill Scout Reservation belongs to the Tigers, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Varsity Scouts, and Venturers of the West Central Florida Council and is intended for
their instruction and enjoyment. This website contains all of the resources needed to
gain knowledge of the camp, and files needed to make a trip.
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Camp Soule - owned and operated by the West Central Florida
Council, is comprised of 53 acres of pristine wilderness, located in the heart
of Clearwater. It offers protected trees, wildlife and beauty. The camp has
five campsites, a dining hall, a health lodge, a chapel, a maintenance
building, a trading post, a field sports range, two cabins, a campfire ring, a
camp master cabin and a home occupied by the full time camp Ranger and
his family. Camp Soule is constantly utilized for short-term camping, family
camping, training, day camps and various other activities. Camp Soule
Map

West Central Florida Council
Boy Scouts of America
2201 Soule Rd
Clearwater, FL
727-797-6307
www.wcfcbsa.org

YD HILL S50U7
RESZRVATION

Sand Hill Scout Reservation is over 1,212 acres of gentle rolling land, dotted with lakes,
varied wildlife and vegetation, and other amenities that make this property great as a
Scout Camp. Sand Hill is considered one of the best Scout camps in Florida and in the
southeast. Sand Hill Scout Reservation belongs to the Tigers, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Varsity Scouts, and Venturers of the West Central Florida Council and is intended for
their instruction and enjoyment. This website contains all of the resources needed to
gain knowledge of the camp, and files needed to make a trip.
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Camp La 'NO 'Che - Premiere camp located on the

reservation accredited by the National BSA Council.

Camp La-No-Che is part of the 1,627 acre Leonard and Majorie Williams
Family Scout Reservation in Central Florida on the southern edge of the
Ocala National Forest. Camp La-No-Che is in an excellent area for an
outdoor adventure with us located on Lake Norris, a Florida lake being
protected for its environmental sensitive waterway. Also, Camp La-No-Che
is on the Northern edge of the Wekiva River Protection Area.

Our location provides us with many opportunities to enjoy different types of
outdoor adventures, camping and environmental learning. Since we are
located at the southern edge of the Ocala National Forest, we have great
springs to visit for swimming, snorkeling and scuba diving. Also, the forest
provides some great Canoe Runs, Florida Hiking and Trail Bike Trails.
Please check out this website for more info. If you have questions, please
choose the contact us link.

Camp is open year round due to our nice Florida weather. The busiest
time of the year is summer camp. Summer camp provides lots of
adventure, fun, challenges and new opportunities every year for a different
experience. Meet new Scouting friends and enjoy our great camp
facilities. We offer a very intensive merit badge program during summer
camp. Also, we have enhanced our High Adventure Program and
Attraction Tours to offer a different experience. Also, our staff prides
ourselves on providing great service to the Boy Scouts and Adult Leaders.
For more information, please check out the Boy Scout Program Area in the
Scout Program Link Page.

Camp La-No-Che stays busy year round providing lots of fun for all
scouting. We are busy every weekend and you need to schedule your visit
well in advance at least six months prior to your visit. Our Central Florida
Council BSA Cub Scout Council Program is very active at camp with
monthly events every month during the off season such as the Fun with
Son, Cub Scout Halloween Weekend, Cub Scout Fitness Weekend,
Webelos Adventure Weekend and the Tiger Growl. Our Boy Scout
program is active during the off season with the Boy Scout Specialty
Weekends. The Venture and Exploring stays active at camp with the
Exploring Super Weekend and ROTC Weekends. Also, Boy Scout Units
are encouraged to visit camp and plan a family campout or a unit camping
trip.
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Alafia River State Park

b

Location:
Southwest Region
14326 South County Road 39
Lithia, Florida 33547
Phone: 8136725320

Information:
This park offers some of the most challengingro#id bicycling trails in Florida. Once the site
of a phosphate mine, the reclaimed land has unique taplogthat offers some

Of the most radical elevation changes in Florida. Equestrians and hikers can
explore 20 miles of trails that travel through mixed hardwood forests, pine
Flatwoods, and rolling hills. Bird-watchers and nature enthusiasts will delightn
the abundance of wildlife along the trails. Scattered lakes and the south prong of
the Alafia River provide opportunities for canoeing and fishing. Picnic pavilions,
a playground, horseshoe pit, and volleyball

Courtare available. For overnight stayse thark has a fullacility campground and equestrian
friendly campsites. Located 10 miles southeast of Tampa on County Road 39.
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Anastasia State [Tark

Location:
Central Region
1340A A1A South
St. Augustine, Florida 32080
Phone: 904461-2033
Fax: 904461-2006

Information:

Anastasia State Park welcomes hundreds of thousands visitors from all over the world to enjoy
our natural and cultural treasures. At Anastasia you can enjoy camping, nature trails, beach time,
water sportsand an archaeological site where coquina rock was mined to create the nearby
fortress, Castillo de San Marcos National Monument. Anastasia State Park, located just south of
historic St. Augustine on Anastasia Island, has 4 miles of pristine beacH,salicaarsh, and
maritime and upland hammock.

Camping, beachcombing, swimming, fishing, picnicking, windsurfing, hiking, wildigeving,
canoeing and kayaking are popular activities. Nature trails meander through the ancient dunes
shaded by hammock fest. The fuHfacility campground is located in a wooded area within easy
bicycling or walking distance of the beach.

Island Joe's camp store, rental shop, and grill sells beach sundries, camping and fishing supplies,
rents bicycles, beach chairs, oceaystand umbrellas. Their grill has a great selection of tasty
food to choose from. Call 96461-9322 for more information. Anastasia Water sports rents,
canoes, sailboards, paddleboats, and kayaks. Lessons on various water sports are available. Call
904-460-9111 for more information.

Neighboring Park: Fort Mose Historic State Park--Many visitors to Anastasia do

not realize that just a short drive north is Fort Mose Historic State Park.

(Anast asi a admini sters FosayMo¥yeFopheoMoaaBCH¢
first free black community in the United States. Fort

Mose represents an amazing story of human endurance and the drive for frilagidights:

bl [ =M AR M e L=t

Where to go camping guide Page20




Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

b:)hl:) r 1()(1(4;) \_C:)t;‘)tc rm"(

=

Location:
Southeast Region
36850 Overseas Hwy.
Big Pine Key, Florida 33043
Phone: 30872-2353

Information:

Henry Flagler's railroad to Key West turned the remote island of Bahia Honda Key into a

tropical destination. Today, the @ld is home to one of Florida's southernmost state parks,

known for beautiful beaches, magnificent sunsets, and excellent snorkeling. Visitors can picnic
on the beach and take a swim, or simply relax and enjoy the balmy sea breezes that caress the
shores garround. Anglers can fish from shore or bring a boat and launch at the boat ramp. The
park's cocession rents kayaks and snorkeling gear and offers boat trips to the reef for snorkeling
excusions. Bahia Honda is an excellent place to see wading biddshanebirds. The nature

center can introduce nature lovers to the island's unique plants and animékscikiyll

campsites and vacation cabins are available. Located 12 miles south of Marathon.

(=S B

Highlights:
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Location:
Northwest Region

12301 Gulf Beach Highway
Pensacola, Florida 32507
Phone: 85@192-1595

Information:

This coastal @rk sits on the northern shoreline of its namesake, Big Lagoon, which separates the
mainland from Perdido Key and the Gulf of Mexico. Natural communities, ranging from

saltweter marshes to pine Flatwoods, attract a wide variety of birds, especially theisgring

and fall migrations. Beaches, shallow bays, nature trails, and open woodlands offer splendid
oppatunities for nature study. The park also beckons visitors with opportunities for camping,
swimming, fishing, boating, canoeing, and hiking. Cralgtimthe shallow waters of Big Lagoon

is a popular activity as well. The West Beach picnic area, shaded by pines and oaks, is just the
place to enjoy a relaxing meal. Located on County Road 292A, 10 miles southwest of Pensacola.

Highlights:

Y
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Location:
Northwest Region
7720 Deaton Bridge Road
Holt, Florida 32564
Phone: 8560835363
Fax: 850983-5364

Information:

A favorite destination for canoeists and kayakers, Black Water River offers opportunities for a
variety of outdoor recreation. The river is one of the purestbatidm rivers in the nation,
making this park a popular place for swimmifighing, camping, and paddling. Shaded
canpsites are just a short walk from the river, and visitors can enjoy a picnic at a pavilion
overlooking the river. Nature enthusiasts will enjoy strolling along trails through undisturbed
natural conmunities. In D80 the park was certified as a Registered State Natural Feature for
possessingxeeptional value in illustrating the natural history of Florida. Atlantic white cedars
line the river and one of them was recognized in 1982 as a Florida Champion treethene of
largest and alest of its species. Located 15 miles northeast of Milton, off U.S. 90.

Highlights:
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Location:
Central Region
2100 West French Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763
Phone: 386/753663

Information:

The largest spring on the St. JolRiger, Blue Spring is a designated Manatee Refuge and the
winter home (mieNovember through March) to a growing population of West Indian Manatees.
For centuries, the spring area was home for Native Americans. In 1766 it was visited by British
botanist Joh Bartram, but it wasn’t until 1856 that it was settled by Louis Thursby and his
family. The Thursby house, built in 1872, remains standing. The spring’s crystal clear, 73 degree
water can be enjoyed by swimmers, snorkelers, and certified scuba diveespaittmer.

Swimming or diving with manatees is not permitted and is strictly enforced. The river is popular
for fishing, canoeing, and boating. River boat tours are available; for reservations, call St. Johns
River Cruges at (386) 91-D724. The park hgdenty of picnic areas and a hiking trail. For
overnight stays, aiconditioned cabins, a fufhcility campground, and primitive campsites are
available. located west of Orange City. Take U.S. 17/92 to Orange City, go west two miles on
French Asenue to tle entrance.

I—|_g_hI|g_ts
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Location:
Southwest Region
20200 E. Tamiami Trail
Naples, Florida 3414
Phone: 238894-3397
Fax: 2393945113

Information:

This park features a wealth of vegetation and wildlife typical of the Everglades, plus a forest
made up of tropical trees. Although rare elsewhere, the Florida royal palm is a common tree
here. The pdris also the site of a National Historic Mechanical Engineering Landmark, the Bay
City Walking Dredge. Built in 1924, it was used to build the Tamiami Trail highway (U.S. 41)
through the Everglades, linking Tampa to Miami. Hiking, bicycling, and candirig) offer
opportunities for visitors to explore the park’s remarkable wilderness. The park has canoe rentals
along with a boat ramp that provides access to the Black water River, where anglers can enjoy
both freshwater and saltwater fishing. Camperssgamd the night in a fufacility campground;
youth/group and primitive campsites are also available. The picnic areas have pavilions and grills
for use on a firstomefirst-served basis. Located on U.S. 41, 17 miles south of Naples.

Highlights:
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Location:
Southeast Region
56200 Overseas Highway
Marathon, Florida 33050
Phone: 30822892690

Information:

This park is made up of a group of islands in the Middle Keys, with public accessmming,

a playground, picnic tables, grills, and showers on the ocean side of Little Crawl Key. The
hardwood hammocks found on these tropical islands support one of the largest populations of
thatch palms in the United States. Mangrove swamps, sealgeds, and wetlands provide vital
halitats for tropical wildlife.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northwest Region
1900 E. Gulf Beach Dr.
St. George Island, Florida 32328
Phone: 85027-2111

Information:

Miles of undeveloped beaches and emerald waters providerfeetetting for this park. The

park offers ample opportunities for sunbathing, swimming, canoeing, boating, hiking, camping,
and nature study. Two boat ramps provide access to Apalachee Bay where anglers can fish for
flounder, redfish, sea trout, pompamdhiting, and Spanish mackerel. Few parks offer better
opportunities for gulf coast shelling. Shore birds such as the snowy plover, least tern, black
skimmer, and willet often nest along the park’s sandy shores and grass flats. The park has six
large picnic shelters equipped with grills, tables, and restrooms. The campground featdres full
facility campsites; a primitive campsite can be accessed by trail or by private boat. Located on
St. George Island, 10 miles southeadEas$t point off U.S. 98.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Location:

Northwest Region
1130 State Park Road
Chipley, Florida 32428
Phone: 8566386130

Information:

Huge trees and fercovered sinkholes line Sink Hole Trail, the boardwalk that leads visitors to
Florida's highest waterfall. Falling Waters Sink is a-1@t deep, 2&oot wide cylindrical pit

into which flows a small stream that deop3 feet to the bottom of the sink. The water's final
destination remains unknown. Only a few miles southid,Ithe park provides travelers with a
quiet, serene stop on their journey. Visitors can see beautiful native and migrating butterflies in
the hutterfly garden, take a dip in the lake, or have a family picnic. Hikers can experience the
verdant, gently sloping landscape of North Florida. Park rangers host interpretive programs in
the amphitheater. Fufhcility campsites nestled in a shady pines&irprovide the perfect excuse
for an overnight stay at Falling Waters. Located three miles south of Chipley, off State Road
T7A.
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Location:
Central Region
1000 Faver Dykes Road
St. Augustine, Florida 32086
Phone: 9047940997
Fax: 386446-6781

Information:

Noted for its pristine condition, this tranquil park borders Pellicer Creek as it winds along
Florida's east coast highways down te Matanzas River. Pellicer Creek is a popular site for
birding with more than one hundred bird species seen during spring and fall migrations.
Songbirds, ncluding the colorful wood warblers, along with eagles and falcons, return to nest at
the park eachaar. Wading birds, such as egrets, wood storks, white ibis, and herons, feed in the
tidal marshes and creeks. This peaceful park is also home to deer, turkeys, hawks, bobcats, and
river otters. Fishing, picnicking, and nature walks are popular activitedlcer Creek is a

designated state canoe trail and visitors can rent canoes at the parkfagilityl campground is
available for overnight stays. Located 15 miles south of St. Augustine near the intersection of |
95and U.S. 1.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

5tatc Far‘(

Location:
Northwest Region
3345 Caverns Road
Marianna, Florida 32446
Phone: 8581829598

Information:

This is one of the few state parks with dry (air filled) caves and is the only Florida state park to
offer cave tours to the public. The cave has dazzling formations of limestone stalactites,
stalagmites, soda straws, flowstones, and draperies. Florida Caverns is also popular for camping,
swimming, fishing, picnicking, canoeing, boating, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding (The
Park does not rent horses.). Stables are available for equestriansa@péded cave tours are
offered every day of the year except Thanksgiving and Christmas. The tour lasts approximately
45 minutes and is considered to be moderately strenuous. An audiovisual program, touring the
cave and other natural areas of the partyalable in the visitor center. Located three miles

north of Marianna on State Road 166.

Highlights:
SN
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll
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Location:
Northeast Region
2601 Atlantic Avenue
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034
Phone: 90L77-7274

Information:

A part of the park system since 1935, Fort Clinch is one ahtbet weltpreserved 19th century

forts in the country. Although no battles were fought here, it was garrisoned during both the Civil
and SpanistAmerican wars. During the 1930s, the Civilian Conservation Corps began

preseving and rebuilding many of thersttures of the abandoned fort. Daily tours with period
reenators depicting garrison life bring the fort to life for visitors. Sunbathing, swimming, and
beahicombing are popular activities at the beach. Anglers can fish from the pier or take
advantage oéxcellent surf fishing. Hikers and bicyclists can enjoy ansibe trail through the

park. Selfguided nature trails provide opportunities to learn about and observe native plants and
wildlife. A full -facility campground and a youth camping area providarught

accommodations. Located north of the city of Fernandina Beach, off State Road A1A.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Frcd Gannon Koc‘cg Bayou Statc Far‘(

Location:

Northwest Region
4281 Hwy 20
Niceville, Florida32578
Phone: 858339144

Information:

U.S. Air Force Colonel Fred Gannon was instrumental in transforming this site from a bombing
practice range during World War 1l to a picturesque state park. The property now preserves
beautiful old growth long legbine trees, several over 300 years old that once dominated this
area of Florida. Rocky Bayou, the main feature of the park, is the trailing arm of Choctawhatchee
Bay and is popular for boating and fishing. A double lane boat ramp makes this one of the best
boat launching locations on the bay, where both freshwater and saltwater fish are found. Other
opportunities for fun include hiking, bicycling, picnicking, and wildlife viewing. Puddin Head
Lake, at the center of the park, is a great spot for freshwsiténd and canoeing. A well shaded
campground is available for full facility camping. Located on State Road 20, five miles east of
Highway 85.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

amble Rogcrs Mcmorial Statc Recreation Area
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Location:
Central Region
3100 South A1A
Flagler Beach, Florida 32136
Phone: 38617-2086

Inf ormation:

Nestled between the Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal Waterway, this windswept park is
named for Florida folk singer Gamble Rogers and railroad entrepreneur Henry Flagler. The
beach is the most popular feature at this park, where visitors ®mjoyning, sunbathing, or
beachcombing. The daily low tide is an ideal time to observe shore birds feeding in tidal ponds;
summer months bring sea turttbsitlay their eggs in the golddrown sand. On the Intracsial
Waterway side of the park, picniaylions provide a shady place to enjoy a meal. A nature trail
winds through a shady coastal forest of scrub oaks and saw palmetto. Boaters and canoeists can
launch from a boat ramp on the Intracoastal Waterway. The parkfadility campground

overlooks the Atlantic Ocean and is just a short walk along a boardwalk from the beach. Located
in Flagler Beach off Highway A1A.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll
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Location:
Northwest Region
357 Main Park Road
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459
Phone: 85231-4210

Information:

Golden in the morning sun, silvered by moonlight, Grayton Beach has consistently been ranked
among the most beautiful and pristine beaches in the United States. The beach provides an idyllic
setting for swimming, sunbathing, and surf fishing. Visitors caddfe a canoe or kayak on

scenic Western Lake to get a closer look at a salt marsh ecosystem. A boat ramp provides access
to the lake's brackish waters for both freshwater and saltwater fishing. A nature trail winds
through a coastal forest where scrubsoalkd magnolias, bent and twisted by salt winds, have an
eerie "Middle Earth" look. Hikers and bicyclists can enjoy over four miles of trails through pine
Flatwoods; the trail begins across from the park entrance on Highway@ptions for

overnight stay include modern cabins and a ffatility campground. Located near the town of
Grayton Beach on County Road 30A, south of U.S. 98.

Al
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Location:
Northwest Region
17000 Emerald Coast Parkway
Destn, Florida 32541
Phone: (850) 837550

Information:

Pristine white sugar sand beaches and more than 6,000 feet of natural scenic shoreline border the
emerald green waters of the Gulf of Mexico. Natural features of the park include sand pines,

scrub oaksand dune rosemary. Boardwalks provide access to the beach for swimming,

sunbaling, and fishing. Two large pavilions allow for picnicking and grilling. A playground is

the first stop on our nature trail and is sure to be a success with the kids. Thdradtprovides

visitors a rare glimpse of the coastal dune ecosystem and abundant wildlife and is pet friendly.
Camping at Henderson Beach State Park provides 60 campsites that are located in our secondary
dune sgtem. The sites include water and elechookups and access to air conditioned and

heated bdihouse facilities. A separate beach access boardwalk with outdoor showers and a
playground are included in our campground. Henderson Beach is A.D.A accessible and includes
beach wheel chair availabilityisitors can enjoy truly breathtaking sunsets while relaxing by the
warm cnystal clear water of the Gulf of Mexico. The park is located just east of Destin on U.S.

98.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Location:
Southwest Region

5931 Hammock Road

Sebring, Florida 33872
Phone: 86386-6094
Fax: 863386-6095

Information:

One of Florida’s oldest parks, opening to the public in 1931, this park was established when local
citizens came together to promote the hammock as a candidate for national park status. During
the Great Depression, justiqrto World War Il, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

devdoped additional park facilities and the beginnings of a botanical garden. Many visitors
enjoy bcycling the scenic-Bnile loop drive or hiking along the park’s nine trails. An elevated
boardwdk traverses an oldgrowth cypress swamp. For equestrians, there is amilel dayuse

trail. Picnicking is another popular activity as are rangeided tours of the park. Highlands
Hammock offers a fulfacility campground, as well as a youth/group warhpground. A full

service retaurant is located on the park grounds. For schedule and catering information, call
(863) 3857025. A recreation hall is available for rental, as are several picnic pavilions. A
museum shwcasing the history of the CCC is op2:30 a.m: 3:30 p.m. Located on County

Road 634, four miles west of Sebring.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Location:
Southwest Region

15402 U.S. 301 North
Thonotosassa, Florida 33592
Phone: 813887-6771

Information:

Opened in 1938 as one of Florida’s first state parks, this park is divided by the swiftly flowing
Hillsborough River. Fort Foster, a replica of an 1837 fort from the Second Seminole War, is
located on the park grounds, adjacent to the river. Fort tourdfarecoon weekends or with a
reservation. The river provides opportunities for fishing, canoeing, and kayaking; a canoe/kayak
launch is available on the river. Canoes can be rented at the park’s concession, which also
provides food, beverages, picnic suppl and souvenirs. Hikers can walk over seven miles along
four nature trails. The Wetlands Restoration Trail accommodates bicyclists and hikers. When the
weather calls for it, visitors can enjoy a refreshing swim in the park’s ADA accessible swimming
pool. The park offers fulfacility camping and a youth/group tent campground. A primitive
campsite is available via foot trail; reservations are recommended. Located 12 miles north of
Tampa and six miles south of Zephyrhills on U.S. 301.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

John Fcnnc‘camp Coml Rccf 5tatc Far;(

Location:
Southeastregion
P.O. Box 487
Key Largo, Florida 33037
Phone: 305451-1202

Information:

The first underwater park in the U.S., John Pennekamp encompasses approximately 70 nautical
square miles. While the mangrove swamps and tropical hammocks in the park’s tgdand a

offer visitors a unique experience, it is the coral reefs and their associated marine life that bring
most visitors to the park. Most enjoy the view from a glass bottom boat tour, but visitors can get
a closer look by scuba diving or snorkeling thriotige reefs. Canoeing and kayaking through

the park’s waters are popular activities; fishing is permitted in designated areas. Visitors can
enjoy hiking two short trails, or picnicking and swimming at the beach. The visitor center has a
30,000gallon saltvater aquarium and theater showing nature videosf&illty and

youth/group campgrounds are available. For boat tour information and reservations, call (305)
451-6300. Located at Mile Marker 102.5 in Key Largo.
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Location:
Southeast
16450 S.E. Federal Highway
Hobe Sound, Florid@3455
Phone: 775462771
Information:

Located just south of Stuart, this park teems with wildlife in 13 natural communities, including
sand pine scrub, pine Flatwoods, mangroves, and river swamps. The Loxahatchee River,
Florida's first federally desigtied wild and SceniRiverruns through the park. Rangguided

tours of the 1930s pioneer homestead of Trapper Nelson are availabtewrVisitors can

enjoy paved and offoad biking, equestrian, and hiking trails. Boating, canoeing, and kayaking
along the river are also great ways to see the park. Anglers can catch freshwater fish along the
riverbank or from a boat. The park offers two ffatility campgrounds and a youth/group

primitive campground. Visitors can arrange boat tours of the rivereamicdanoes, kayaks, and
motorboats by calling (561) 746466. Located 12 miles south of Stuart on U.S. 1.

Highlights:
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

K issimmee Prairie Preserve State Far‘(

Location:
Central
33104 NW 192 Ave
Okeechobee, |Brida 34972
Phone: 8631625360
Information:

Dry prairie, home to an array of endangered plants and animals. While driving thaléve

long road into the park, visitors can enjoy sweeping vistas of grasslands reminiscent of the Great
Plains of the Migvest. The park offers excellent seasonal birding opportunities and is home to

the endangered Florida grasshopper sparrow, as well as the crested carasand ailltrane.

Over 100 miles of dirt roads allow hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians to eppéanies,

wetlands, and shady hammocks. Ranrgerprairie buggy tours take visitors to remote areas of

the park. For overnight stays, the park hasfagility and primitive equestrian campgrounds.
Kissimmee Prairie's remote location makes it one afidiédés premier locations for stargazing.
Located 25 miles northwest of Okeechobee via U.S. 441 and County Road 724.

Highlights:
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Location:
Southwest Region
P.O.Box 7
Estero, Florida 33928
Phone: 239920311
Fax: 2399921607

Information:

Throughout its history, Florida has welcomed pioneers of all kinds. Cyrus Reddvas

probably the most unusual, bringing followers to Estero in 1894 to build New Jerusalem for his
new faith, Koreshanity. The colony, known as the Koreshan Unity, believed that the entire
universe existed within a giant, hollow sphere. The colony bfegiing after Teed’s death in

1908, and in 1961 the last four members deeded the land to the state. Today, visitors can fish,
picnic, boat, and hike where Teed’s visionaries once carried out survey experiments to prove the
horizon on the beaches of Lee @bucurves upward. A boat ramp and canoe rentals are
available. Visitors can take sajfiided tours of the settlement or a rangeided tour. For

overnight stays, the park has afiatility campground. Campers can enjoy campfire programs
every Saturdapight from January through March. Located on U.S. 41 at Corkscrew Road.

Highlights:

C=( (A VIR (R Al

Where to go camping guide Page4l



Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll
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Location:
Central Region
3089 U.S. 4427
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731
Phone: 358606760

Infor mation:

Located within an hour of central Florida attractions and theme parks, this park is home to one of
the state's largest live oak trees. A short trail near the park entrance takes visitors to the
mammoth oak tree. A canal connects the park to Lak#iGrthe eighth largest lake in Florida,

where visitors can enjoy boating and canoeing, as well as fishing. Anglers will find plenty of
largemouth bass, bluegill, speckled perch, and catfish. Visitors can observe the park's wildlife
while picnicking or golling along the hatmile nature trail. A shady, fufiacility campground

beckons travelers to spend the night or an entire vacation here. There is no swimming due to a
healthy alligator population. Located three miles north of Leesburg and 30 mileo§Qcala.

=Eela

(i

Where to go camping guide Page42


http://www.floridastateparks.org/Contact.cfm
http://www.floridastateparks.org/lakekissimmee/default.cfm##

Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

| ake Kissimmee State [ark
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Location:
Central Region
14248 Camp Mack Road
Lake Wales, Florida 33853
Phone: 863%96-1112

Information:

Florida's cowboy heritage comes alive with living history demonstrations of tiye=éarida

"cow hunters" in an 1876ra cow camp, open 9:30 a:30 p.m. weekends and holidays.
White-tailed deer, bald eaglesand hillcranes, turkeys, and bobcats have been seen in the park,
located on the shores of lakes Kissimmee, Tiger, and iRo¥aditors enjoy boating, canoeing,

and fishing in the picturesque lakes. Nature students can hike over 13 miles of trails to observe
and study the abundant plant and animal life. Six miles of trails are open to equestrians. A large,
shaded picnic areaith pavilions is available. The park has ftdcility campsites, as well as a
primitive camping facility. The youth camping area can accommodate up to 50 people. The dark
skies make stargazing a popular nighttime activity for campers. Located off Stat&®R a5

miles east of Lake Wales.
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Location:
Central Region
7305 US Hwy 27
Clermont, Florida 34714
Phone: 3528394-3969

Information:

A short drive from Orlandahis park is noted for its six beautiful lakes, rolling hills, and scenic
landscapes. Lake Louisa is the largest in a chain of 13 lakes connected by the Palatlakaha River,
which is designated as an Outstanding Florida Waterway. Lake Louisa, Dixie hdke, a
Hammond Lake, the park's most accessible lakes, provide access for fishing, canoeing, and
kayaking. Anglers can fish in four of the park's six lakes, but gaspbmered boats are not
allowed; only boats powered by trolling motors or without motorparmitted. Camping

facilities and more than 15 miles of horse trails are available for equestrians. For hikers and
backpackers, the park has over 20 miles of hiking trails with excellent opportunities for wildlife
viewing. Dixie Lake has a fishing pieramoe/kayak launch, and a picnic pavilion. The park also
has a fulifacility campground, fully furnished cabins for rent, and primitive campsites. Lake
Louisa State Park is located just seven miles south of State Road 50 in Clermont on U.S. 27.

Highlights:
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Location:
Southwest Region

20007 Hwy 64 East
Bradenton, Florida 34202
Phae: 941741-3028

Information:

This park extends along three miles of the south shore of Lake Manatee, which serves as a water
reservoir for Manatee and Sarasota counties. The rest of the park is primarily pine Flatwoods and
sand pine scrub with some depsion marshes and hardwood forests. A boat ramp provides easy
access to the lake; boat motors must be less than 20 horsepower. Canoeing and kayaking are also
popular activities. The lake offers excellent freshwater fishing, and anglers can fish from their
boats or from the park's fishing dock. Swimming is permitted in a designated area of Lake
Manatee; a facility with showers is located nearby. A large picnic area is nestled in a sand pine
scrub area near the lake. A picnic pavilion may be reserved éa. £&ampers can enjoy full

facility camping, just a short walk from the lake. Located 15 miles east of Bradenton on State
Road 64.
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| ittle Manatee River State fark
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Location:
Southwest Region
215 Lightfoot Road
Wimauma, Florida 33598
Phone: 813%71-5005

Information:

The Little Manatee River begins in a swampy area near Fort Lonesome and flows almost 40
miles before emptying into Tampa Bay. The river has been designated an Outstanding Florida
Water and is part of the Cockroach Bay Aquatic Presengtovs can fish along the banks of

the river or rent canoes at the ranger station. Wildlife enthusiasts can enjoy hikirand aix

half mile trail through the park's northern wilderness area. For those who prefer their hikes on
horseback, the park has @dflles of equestrian trails and four equestrian campsites. Campers can
spend the night in a fuflcility campground or hike out to a primitive campsite along the trail. A
youth/group campground accommodates up to 20 people. The scenic pichic areaealimeg th

has tables, grills, and pavilions. Pavilions can be reserved for a fee. Unreserved pavilions are
available on a firstomefirst-served basis. Located five miles south of Sun City, off U.S. 301 on
Lightfoot Road.
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Location:
Northeast Region
12157 Heckscher Drive
Jackenville, Florida 32226
Phone: 904£51-2320

Information:

With more than five miles of beautiful, white sandy beaches, Little Talbot Island is one of the

few remaining undeveloped barrier islands in Northeast Florida. Maritime forests;lidkesert

dunes, ad undisturbed salt marshes on the western side of the island allow hours of nature study
and relaxation. The diverse habitats in the park host a wealth of wildlife. River otters, marsh
rabbits, bobcats, and a variety of native and migrating birds careneneee.

Anglers find excellent fishing in the surf and tidal streams. Bluefish, striped bass, redfish,
flounder, mullet, and sheepshead are common catches. Other popular activities are hiking,
swimming, canoeing, and surfing. The park has afadility campground, as well as a
youth/group tent campground. Beachside picnic pavilions are available for visitors to the park.

To rent a kayak or go on a guided paddle tour of the inland waters contact
Kayak Ameliaat (888) 30KAYAK (305-2925). Kayak Amelia is just north of the Little Talbot
Island Ranger on State Road A1A. Advance reservations are required.

If dry land is more your style, try a guided Segway tour of Little Talbot Island or Fort George
Island withEcomotion ToursReservations are required. Call 9Bl1-9477 for more
information.

Highlights:
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Long Kcy Statc rarl(

Location:
Southeast Region
P.O. Box 776
Long Key, Florida 33001
Phone: 30%64-4815

Information:

The Spanish named this island "Cayo Vivora" or Rattlesnake Key because its shape resembles a
snake with its jaws open. In the early 20th centuong Key was the site of a luxurious fishing

resort that was destroyed during the Labor Day Hurricane of 1935. Today, visitors can explore
this island by canoeing through a chain of lagoons or hiking twehasdd trails. The Golden

Orb Trail leads vistrs through five natural communities to an observation tower that provides a
panoramic view of the island and its profusion of plant and animal life. Some of the best bone
fishing in the Keys is found here. Fdiflcility campsites overlook the Atlantic Caoe Located at

Mile Marker 67.5, 67400 Overseas Highway.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northeast Region
11650 N.W. 115th St
Chiefland, Florida 32626
Phone: 3524936072

Information:

A first magnitude springover 100 million gallons of water gush forth daily at Manatee Springs.
In winter, manatees swim upriver to spend the night in the warm waters of the headspring.
Popular for snorkeling and scuba diving, the headwaters of the spring are also a great spot f
swimming. The spring run forms a sparkling stream that meanders through hardwood wetlands
to the Suwannee River. A concession provides beverages, snacks and canoe/kayak rentals.
Children can enjoy a playground in the picnic area. Hiking and bikingvarkalale on the north
end trail system. The fuflacility campground is surrounded by hardwood trees and sandhills.
Reserve a canoe or kayak by calling Suwannee River Tours at (352y2%0Located at the

end o

F State Road 320, off U.S. 98, six milessivef Chiefland.
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Location:
Northeast Region
6239 S.R21
Keystone Heights, Florida 32656
Phone: 3524734701

Information:

One of Florida’s first state parks, Mike Roess Gold Head Branch State Park was developed on a
2,000acre site by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) during the 1930s. The extraprdina
craftsmanship of the CCC is still evident today. Located on rolling sandhills in an area known as
the central ridge of Florida, a deep ravine with springs issuing from its side bisects the area and
forms Gold Head Branch. Marshes, lakes and scrub gravithbitat for a wide variety of

wil dlife.

Visitors to the park can enjoy hiking and wildlife viewing along the park’s nature trails and a
threemile stretch of the Florida Trail. For aquatic recreation, visitors can swim or fish in the
lake, or spend kazy afternoon canoeing. A large picnic area, with tables and grills, overlooks
Little Lake Johnson. Nestled under the trees is adwllity campground. Group and primitive
campsites are available as are fully equipped lakefront cabins, some of whechbuieby the

CCC.

Hi hI| hts:
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Location:
Southwest Region
13207 S.R. 72
Sarasotak-lorida 34241
Phone: 944361-6511

Information:

One of the oldest and largest state parks, Myakka protects one of the state’s most diverse natural
areas. The Myakka River, designated as a Florida Wild and Scenic River, flows through 58
square miles of wktnds, prairies, hammocks, and pinelands. Visitors can enjoy wildlife viewing
from a boardwalk that stretches out over the Upper Myakka laaskkthertake to the treetops

with a stroll along the canopy walkway. The Park’s River and two lakes provide ample
opportunities for boating, freshwater fishing, canoeing, and kayaking; a boat ramp provides
access to Upper Myakka Lake. Hikers can explore trails that cross large expanses of rare Florida
dry prairie. Scenic lake tours are offered daily on the worldéslangest airboats. Safari tram

tours of the park’s backcountry are offered from-Da&tember through May. Feilacility

campgrounds and primitive campsites are available. Five palm log cabins, built in the 1930s by
the Civilian Caservation Corps, have & modernized for comfortable lodging. Located nine

miles east of &asota on State Road 72.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northwest Region
P.O.Box 5
Sopchoppy, Florida 32358
Phone: 85062-2771

Information:

This jewel of a park is a great placeget away for a weekend or a weeklong vacation. Picnic
facilities and a swimming area are located near the scenic point where the Ochlockonee and
Dead rivers intersect. Ochlockonee, which means "yellow waters," is a mix of brackish, tidal
surge, and frestvater. Pristine and deep, the river empties into the Gulf of Mexico. Trails allow
visitors to explore the park and see the diverse wildlife, including theagidchded woodpecker,
and natural communities such as pine Flatwoods and oak thickets. A bpaginandes easy
access to the river. Both freshwater and saltwater fish inhabit the waters around the park,
including largemouth bass, bream, catfish and speckled perch. For overnight visitors, there are
full -facility campsites with access to restrooms simolwers. Youth group camping is also
available.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northeast Region
410 S.E. Oleno Park Road
High Springs, Florida 32643
Phone: 3861541853

Information:

Located along the bé&r of the scenic Santa Fe River, a tributary of the Suwannee River, the

park features sinkholes, hardwood hammocks, river swamps, and sandhills. As the river courses
through the park, it disappears underground and reemerges over three miles away ierthe Riv
Rise State Preserve. One of Florida's first state parks, O'Leno was first developed by the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. The suspension bridge built by the CCC still spans the
river. Visitors can picnic at one of the pavilions or figtihe river for their dinner. Canoes and
bicycles are available for rent. While hiking the nature trails, visitors can look for wildlife and
enjoy the beauty of native plants. The shady;fadility campground is the perfect place for a
relaxing overnipt stay. Located on U.S. 441, six miles north of High Springs.
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Location:
Southwest Region
1843 S. Tamiami Trail
Osprey, Florida 34229
Phone: 9444835956
Fax: 941480-3007

Information:

A large acreage of scrubby Flatwoods makes this park one of the best places to see Florida
scrubjays,a threatened species found only in Florida. The park protects scrubby and pine
Flatwoods that were once widespread throughout Sarasota County. Fifteen miles of trails through
these beautiful natural areas provide opportunities for hiking, bicycling, gaidewiewing.

Canoeists and kayakers can paddle along South Creek, a blackwater stream that flows to the Gulf
of Mexico. Canoe and kayak rentals are available, but motorized boats are not permitted in the
park boundaries. Freshwater and saltwater fgshne available along the creek. Anglers can fish
along the shores of Lake Osprey, which is also the park’s swimming destination. Picnic areas
along South Creek are equipped with grills; pavilions can be reserved for a fee. The park has
full-facility campgtes and a youth/group campground. The park nature center has exhibits and
videos about the park’s natural communities. Located on U.S. 41, two miles south of Osprey.

Hiughlights:
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Location:
Northeast Region
100 Savannah Blvd
Micanopy, Florida 32667
Phone: 352466-3397

Inf ormation:

Paynes Prairie is biologically, geologically, and historically unique. This park became Florida’s
first state preserve in 1971 and is now designated as a National Natural Landmark. Noted artist
and naturalist William Bartram called it the gredaghua Savannah when he wrote about his

visit to the prairie in 1774.

Over 20 distinct biological communities provide a rich array of habitats for wildlife, including
alligators, bison, wild horses, and over 270 species of birds. Exhibits and asvisudio

program at the visitor center explain the area’s natural and cultural historyfodtatigh

obsenation tower near the visitor center provides a panoramic view of the preserve.

Eight trails provide opportunities for hiking, horseback riding, angdiing. Rangeiled

activities are offered on weekends, November through April. Fishing on Lake Wauberg is
allowed and a boat ramp provides access for canoes and boats with electric motors. Gasoline
powered boats are not allowed. Haltility campsites aravailable for overnight visitors.

Located on U.S. 441, 10 miles south of Gainesville.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northeast Region

19158 S.W. 81st PI. Rd
Dunnellon, Florida 34432
Phone: 3524658555
Campground: 35265-8550

Inform ation:

Archaeological evidence indicates that people have been using this spring for nearly 10,000
years. Rainbow Springs is Florida's fourth largest spring and, from the 1930s through the 1970s,
was the site of a popular, privatedyned attraction. Thednbow River is popular for

swimming, snorkeling, canoeing, and kayaking. Canoes and kayaks can be rented at both the
healsprings and the campground. A picnic area at the spring includes tables, grills, and
pavilions. For large gatherings, private paviiaran be reserved. Tubing is not allowed in the
headsprings area of the park, but tubers can launch at nearby K.P. Hole County Park- The full
facility campground is about six miles from the day use area. The day use area is located three
miles north of Dundlon on the east side of U.S. 41. The campground is located on S.W. 180th
Avenue Road about two miles north of County Road 484 and two miles south of State Road 40.

hlight

M (A

(R M P lpe

ﬁ

Where to go camping guide Page56



Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll
Sebastiam|ilet State [ark

L4

Location:
Central Region
9700 South A1A
Melbourne Beach, Florida 32951
Phone: 3299844852
Fax: 3219844854

I nformation:

The premier saltwater fishing spot on Florida's east coast, this park is a favorite for anglers
nationwide for catching snook, redfish, bluefish, and Spanish mackerel from its jetties. Surfing is
also a popular recreation and several major @iitipns are held here every year. Two museums
provide a history of the area. The McLarty Treasure Museum features the history of the 1715
Spanish treasure fleet; the Sebastian Fishing Museum tells the history of the area's fishing
industry. Three miles obeautiful beaches provide opportunities for swimming, scuba diving,
snorleling, shelling, and sunbathing. Canoeing and kayaking in the Indian River Lagoon are also
favorite pastimes. Visitors can relax with a stroll down the #iuleg Hammock Trail.

Wateirfront pavilions and picnic areas are great for family outings.-Fadllity campsites and a

boat ramp are available. Located on State Road A1A 15 miles south of Melbourne Beach.

Highlights:
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Location:
Central Region

1425 NE 58th Avenue

Ocala, Florida 34470

Phone: 35236-7148
Fax: 352236-7150

Information:

This park has more than 10 distinct natural communities, dozens of springs, and miles of
beautful trails.

The park $ home to a pioneer cracker village and the Silver River Museum and Environmental
Education Center. The center is operated by the Marion County School District in cooperation
with the park and is open to the public on weekends and holidays from 9:00 &:60.tP.m.
Admission to the Museum is $2.00 per person. Children 6 and under are free. For more
information please visiBilver River Museum

Visitors can canoe down the crystal clear river, hike or dikegaone of the nature trails, or just
sit and watch for the wide variety of birds and wildlife.

The picnic area features three pavilions with grills that may be rented for group outings and a
playground for the youngsters.

For overnight stays, the gahas a full facility campground and 10 luxury cabins.
Located east of Ocala, one mile south of State Road 40 on State Road 35.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northwest Region
4607 State Park Lane
Panama City, Florid@2408
Phone: (850) 235140

Information:

Well known for its sugar white sands and emerald green waters, this former military reservation
has over on@anda-half miles of beaches on the Gulf of Mexico and Grand Lagoon. Water sports
enthusiasts can enjowsnming, snorkeling, scuba diving, kayaking, and canoeing. Two fishing
piers, a jetty, and a boat ramp provide ample fishing opportunities for anglers. Two nature trails
wind through a rich diversity of coastal plant communitiasplendid opportunity fdoird-

watching. Those wanting to relax can sunbathe on the beach or enjoy a leisurely lunch under the
shade of a picnic pavilion. Feficility campsites, as well as primitive youth group camping,

make this park a popular overnight destination. A congessiers snacks, souvenirs, and

fishing amenities. Shell Island Boat Tours are available during the spring and summer. Located
three miles east of Panama City Beach, off State Road 392 (Thomas Drive).

For current weather forecast visit http://www.nwsangav/om/marine/marine.shtnl

Highlights:
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Location:
Northeast Regon
Post Office Drawer G
White Springs, Florida 32096
Phone: 386397-2733

Information:

Situated on the banks of the legendary Suwannee River, this center honors the memory of
American composer Stephen Foster, who wrote "Old Folks at Home," the songattextha

river famous. The museum features exhibits about Foster's most famous songs and his music can
be heard emanating from the park'sii#l carillon throughout the day. In Craft Square, visitors

can watch demonstrations of quilting, blacksmithingnsigass making, and other crafts, or visit

the gift shop. Hiking, bicycling, canoeing, and wildlife viewing are popular activities. Miles of
trails wind through some of the most scenic areas of North Florida. For overnight stays, visitors
can camp in th&ull-facility campground or stay in a cabin. Every Memorial Day weekend (last
weekend in May), the park hosts the Florida Folk Festival. Other special events include concerts,
weekend retreats, a monthly coffeehouse, a regional quilt show, and an aattpreshow.

Located in White Springs off U.S. 41 North.
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Location:
Northeast Region
20185 County Road 132
Live Oak, Florida 32060
Phone: 386362-2746

Information:

About a quarter mile past the ranger station, a high bluff overlooks the spot where the
Withlacooche River joins the Suwannee River on its way to the Gulf of Mexico. Vestiges of
history in the park show how important the Suwannee River was to Florida history. Along the
river are long mounds of earthworks built during the Civil War to guard againssiocsiby

Union Navy gunboats. Other remnants from the past include one of the state’s oldest cemeteries,
and a paddlevheel shaft from a 19th century steamboat. Five trails, ranging from a quarter mile

to 18 miles, loop through surrounding woodlands awdige panoramic views of the rivers.

Other activities include fishing, picnicking, and canoeing; for overnight stays, the park has a full
facility campground and cabins. Located 13 miles west of Live Oak, off U.S. 90.

Highlights:
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Location:
Northwest Region
8899 Cape San Blas Road
Port St. Joe, Florida 32456
Phone: 850/221327
Fax: 850/2271488

Information:

With miles of white agar sand, this park has one of the top rated beaches in the United States.
Sunbathing, snorkeling, and swimming are popular activities along the Gulf of Mexico and St.
Joseph Bay. From offshore, canoeists and kayakers can take in a superb view ofdhadsgh

and sand pine scrub. Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy camping, fishing, hiking, and bicycling. As a
coastal barrier peninsula, St. Joseph provides excellent opportunities for bird watching; over 240
species have been sighted in the park. A boat ratopased at Eagle Harbor on the bay side.
Campers can stay in a filcility campground, a short walk from the beach, or at primitive
campsites in the wilderness preserve. Eight cabins on the bay side offer alternative overnight
accommodations.

Highlights:

o (0 (1 (2 (R e

Where to go camping guide Page62



Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Three Kivers State Fark

Location:
Northwest Regbn
7908 Three Rivers Park Road
Sneads, Florida 32460
Phone: 8581829006

Information:

Where Florida meets the southwest corner of Georgia, the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers
converge to form Lake Seminole, the setting for this peaceful park. Hikingghrauested hills

of pine and mixed hardwoods, visitors might catch sight of fox squirrels,-veliieel deer, gray

foxes, or many species of native and migratory birds. Anglers can launch from a boat ramp to
enjoy some of the best freshwater fishing ia $hate, or fish from a 1&f@ot pier in the camping

area. A shady picnic area, with tables and grills, overlooks the lake. For large gatherings, a picnic
pavilion that seats up to 60 people is available for rental. Overnight visitors can stay-n a full
facility campground next to the lake or enjoy the comforts of a modern cabin. Located two miles
north of Sneads on State Road 271 (River Road).
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Location:
Central Region
2099 North Beach Street
Ormond Beach, Florida 32174
Phone: 38&76-4050

Information:

Native Americans once dwelled here, living off fislled lagoons. Today, these waters are

popular for canoeing, boating, and fishing. The park protects a variety of wildlife habitats and
endangered species, such as the West Indian manatee. Tomoka tsvatbhidr's paradise, with

over 160 species sighted, especially during the spring and fattioins. Visitors can stroll a
onehalf mile nature trail through a hardwood hammock that was once an indigo field for an 18th
century British landowner. A museum houses artworks by artist Fred Dana Marsh, wildlife
displays, Native American artifacts, aeahibits about Florida's history. A boat ramp gives

boaters and canoeists access to the river. The Park Store offers snacks, camping supplies, and
canoe ratals. Contact 38®73-0022 for more information. For overnight stays, the park has full
facility campsites and youth camping. Located three miles north of Ormond Beach on North
Beach Street.
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Location:
Northwest Regbn
7525 W. Scenic Highway 30A
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459
Phone: 85€267-0299

Information:

This park offers a wide variety of natural resources including 3.2 miles of secluded, white sand
beaches with majestic dunes over 25 feet tall. Three rareatdase lakes provide excellent
freshwater fishing. Although boats are not allowed, fishing from the shoreline yields bass,
bream, panfish, and catfish. Lakes, pristine beachegroigth long leaf pines, sand pine scrub,
and a variety of wetlands offarbirdwatching and hiking paradise. Visitors may bike, walk, or
enjoy a quick ride to the beach on our timely tram service to swim, fish, sunbathe, or beach
comb. A fullfacility campground features a swimming pool, tennis courts, and shuffleboard
courts.Furnished bungalows are available for weekly stays. A camp store offers a variety of
camping items, as well as snacks and drinks. Located in Santa Rosa Beach on Route 30A, one
mile off U.S. 98.

Highlights:

A=A R maEEE G

Where to go camping guide Page65



Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

] })fr(‘.t a 5[‘3&: Fark
*3 ﬁﬁm ;)

4“‘

Location:
Northwest region
2576 N.W. Torreya Park Road
Bristol, Florida 32321
Phone: 856643-2674

Information:

High bluffs overlooking the Apalachicola River make Torreya one of Florida's most scenic
places. The park is named for an extremely rare species of Torreyhadtamly grows on the

bluffs along the Apalachicola River. Developed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s,
Torreya is popular for camping, hiking, and picnicking. Bivdtching is also a popular activity.
Over 100 species of birds have beenttgubin the park. Forests of hardwood trees provide the
finest display of fall color found in Florida. The main campground offerddollity campsites

and a YURT (Yearound Universal Recreational Tent). Primitive campsites and a youth
campground are s available. Rangeyuided tours of the Gregory House, a fully furnished
plantation home built in 1849, are given at 10:00 a.m. on weekdays and 10:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m.,
and 4:00 p.m. on weekends and state holidays. Located west on County Road 1641 off State
Road 12, 13 miles north of Bristol.
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Location:
Central Region
1800 Wekiwa Cirte
Apopka, Florida 32712
Phone: (407) 884 2008
Fax: (407) 884 2039

Information:

Located at the headwaters of the Wekiva River, the beautiful vistas within this park offer a
glimpse of what Central Florida looked like when Timucuan Indians fished andlhtete

lands. Just one hour from most central Florida attractions, Wekiwa Springs offers visitors the
opportunity to relax in a natural setting, enjoy a picnic, or take a swim in the cool spring.
Canoeists and kayakers can paddle along the Wekiva RigdR@rk Springs Run. Thirteen

miles of trails provide opportunities for hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding. Options for
camping include a full facility campground and primitive camping areas. Canoe and kayak
rentals are available. For information abmeritals, call (407) 884 4311.

Highlights:
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Kathryn Abbey Hanna Park

Jacksonville's premier 450-acre beachfront getaway
Kathryn Abbey Hanna Park

500 Wonder wood Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32233

Discover the nature of things at Kathryn Abbey Hanna Park.
Located on the sandy shores of the Atlantic Ocean, the park

boasts sunny beaches, freshwater lakes, and wooded campsites.
Soak up the Florida sun along 1.5 : s, S8 i
miles of sandy beaches or swim, sail, ; -
fish, or surf in the Atlantic Ocean.
Lifeguards supervise all oceanfront
water activ ities during the

summer and concession stands offer
shacks and soft drinks.

Hanna Park's 60 -acre freshwater lake
is perfect for fishing, kayak ing, paddle
boats, and canoes.  Lakeside picnic

tables and grills are available, and

scenic trails surround the lake and

wind through the lush green forest. The lake area includes a quarter -acre
water playground with colorful fountains and playful water -squirting devices.

Groups are welcome to take advantage of our tranquil settings and open air
facilities for parties, retreats, or seminars. Advance notice is required so space
can be reserved for your group's convenience.

Open daily 8a.m. - 8 p.m., April - October and 8a.m. - 6 p.m., November -
March.

Admission: $1 per person 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., then $3 per car 10 a.m. to close.

(Map It)

Amenities offered at this park: Qty. Amenity 47 Benches 4 Bike racks 2
Bleachers 293 Camping Facilities 178 Car Parking 1 Concession Stand 344
Grills 1 Pedestrian Docks 17 Picnic shelters 192 Picnic Tables 12 Playground
Equipment 12 Restro oms 2 Shuffleboard 20 Trails Unpaved (Miles) 85 Trash
Barrels 2 Volleyball 1 Water Feature 1 Water Features Yes Drinking Fountain
Yes Fishing Available Yes Perimeter Site Fencing Yes Security Lighting Yes
Visitor/Interpretive Center

Acres: 447 Park Type: Regional Council Person: Warren Alvarez
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Osceola National Forest

Olustee Battlefield Tralil

The Olustee Battlefield Trail lets you discover what life was like for soldiers wighfan the

Battle of Olustee. This loop trail walks you through the events that led up to the battle, the tactics
used during the battle, and the aftermath, all from personal accounts, diaries and letters from
sddiers who fought in the battl€lick here for a map of the area

Primitive Camping

Primitive camping is allowed anywhere on the national forest except at Olustee Beach. However,
camping is resicted to designated hunt camps and Ocean Pond Campground during hunting
season. A primitive camp shelter is located along the Florida National Scenic Trail and is
available on a first come first served basidick here for a map of the area

Florida National Scenic Trail

A 23 mile section of the Florida National Scenic Trail meanders its way through the Osceola
National Forest. Therera 20 boardwalks located dim's section of the hiking trail that offer a
drier view of swamps and wetland habitat. A primitive camp shelter is

188 |ocated along the Floridadional Scenic Trail and is available on a first
come first served basis. The traiso passes through the Olustee Battlefield.
Olustee Battlefield is a state Historic Site where Confederate soldiers pushed
back Union troops in route to Tallahassee. A reenactment of this historic
event is held each Februafiick here for a map of the area

Located at the Battlefield is an accessible portion of the Florida National
Scenic Trail. The Nice Wander Loop Trail consists of 3 loops of 0&spii.2 miles and 2.1

miles that are accessible with assistance. From the trailhead parking area the trail follows an old
road past the fire tower and through an open picnic area of the Olustee Battlefield Museum. The
trail then passes through lovely piRkatwoodsto the top of the loop. Watch for the whiiaged

trees indicating Re@€ockaded Woodpecker nesting sit€8ck herefor those nestingites.

Click to view theFlorida Trail Associatiorghikers) website.
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Ocala National Forest

Primitive and Dispersed Camping

Primitive Camping Dispersed Tent Camping

gThe ALeave No Traceo ethic is a c
whether they are dispersed camping, primitaenping or

| devdoped camping. To leave no trace of ourselves each time we

use the Forest can be challenging, but every effort to maintain the

natural state of the area will contribute to protecting it from

overuse. Bmember to remove all garbage and tréslpac k it i n,
Lake M2 pack it outo. Leave vegetation i nt

were moved to clear areas for tents and campfires, and preserve water systems. Erasing evidence
of our presence wil/ keep each individual 6s i

Primitive campsites

Primitive campsitexan be used by individuals camping with tents or any motorized vehicle.

These are specific areas in the forest that offer no facilities. Remember to remove all garbage and
trash, Apack Whileaiymotorizedvehicle is pernatted irothese primitive
campsites, not all areas are accessible by all types of vehicles. Sandy and narrow woods roads
may make navigation difficult or impossible for some vehicles. Visitors should treat these roads
with cautiaus respectDue to the Chief'slesignated route poli@gnd the 2006 recreation

reaignment for the Ocala, these areas status may be changed, please contact a district ranger's
office for current information.

Dispersed Tent Camping
General forest areas may be used for tent camping only. Motof=™
homes, RVs, campers, trailers, and+ogs are not permitted o =
outside of designated areas. Access to dispersed camping ared
permitted by sesral means of transportation; including foot,
horsback, ATVs, and vehicles, however, cross country travel,
damaging natural resources and blocking traffic is prohibited. A
primitive camping, visitors should use caution when exploring Lake Catherine

woods roads anduding the general gun hunting season, all

camping is restricted to designated areas. A detailed map of the Ocala National Forest is
recommended to persons planning to camp in the general forest area. Click here for a map of the
Ocala National Foreslr purchase a detailed map by phone &l&@veaha Visitor Center: (352)

236-028
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Florida National Scenic Trail

The Ocala portion of the Florida National Scenic Trail
traverses the forest north to south, winding through

] multiple ecosystems. Hikers can experience rolling

hills in the open longleaf pine forest, vas t prairies,
and wooden boar dwalks through swamps, thick scrub
1 oak 1 sand pine, and oak hammocks. The Trail
meanders approximately 67 miles through the Ocala
National Fo rest, making it an excellent choice for backpacking. Hikers may
primitive camp while bac  kpacking as long as campsites are at least 200 feet
from the trail. Those who prefer not to rough it as much will encounter a

spur trail to a developed campground about every 10 or 12 miles. These

developed sites offer varying levels of facilities. Descrip tions for these
campgrounds may be found in the developed recreation and trails map
Backpackers are notr equired to have a permit nor register with the ranger

station prior to their outing, although filing a hiking plan with family and

friends is highly reco  mmended. Primitive camping in the general forest area
is prohibited during the general gun deer hunting season, which is November

8, 2003 to January 4, 2003. The only exception to this regulation allows
primitive camping wit  hin the Juniper Prairie Wilderness, which is closed to all
hunting. Click to view the Florida Trail Associat ion (hikers) website.

Many shorter loop trails are available for hikers looking for a less arduous
experience. The Salt Springs Trail, Lake Eaton Sinkhole and Lake Eaton Loop
Trails are among these, while the St. Francis Trail provides 2 loops 3 and 8.5
miles long.

Bicycling

The Paisley Woods Bicycle Trail is a challenging 22 mile long

ride through live oak domes, grassy prairies and stands of

pines. Since the trail is in a figure eight shape, shorter loops can
be made at the halfway point. Because this trail is not paved,
bicycles need to be suited for rough terrain. Mountain bikes are
ideal. There is no fee to ride the trail and there is free parking | = RS :
available at the trailhead at Clearwater Lake and the parking g S gt
area of FR 538. Ale xander Springs isloca ted at the north end of Paisley Woods Bicycle
the trail and Clearwater Lake is located at the south end. Water,

showers and flush toilets are available at both locations, but please note there is a fee to

use these facilities. Water is not available along the trail, so be sure to bring plenty of
water. The trail is marked with yellow diamonds and arrows and posts at road crossings.
Click here to view a map of this trai I. Click here for a link to the Internatio nal Mountain

Bicycling Association — website.
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http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/florida/local-resources/images/maps/oca/fnst.pdf
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The St. Johns River Water Management
District

Northern Region

1 Properties Location Map

N1 Bayard Conservation Areal 0, 320 acres A Clay County
T N2Black Creek Ravines Conservation Area 6 5 acr es K%ET!!,’I ay County
1 N3 Caravelle Ranch Wildlife ManagementAred 3, 383 acres A Putnam Ci
1 N4 Deep Creek Conservation Are& , 483 acres A St. Johns Count
1 N5Du n Ciek Conservation Area3,182ace s A Pu't nr% County
1 N6 FaverDykes State Park and Matanzas State Forésd , 6 20 acres A St. Jo
1 N7 Jennings State Fores2 3, 995 acres A Clay County
1 N8John M. Bethea State ForesB 7, 736 acres A Baker County
1 N9 JulingtonDurbin Preserve 2 , 006 acres fesbDuval County

(Parking lot scheduled to open March 1, 2007)
1 N10Moses Creek Conservationga 2, 042 acres A St. Johns Coun
1 N11Murphy Creek Conservation Areal , 842 acres A Putnam County
1 N12Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve State Park, 8 95 acres A Duval Count
1 N13Ralph E. Simmons Memorial State Fore& , 6 38 acres A Nassau Cou
T N214Rice Creek Conservation Aread , 202 acr es K%E:'&?u tnam County
1 N15Stokes Landing Conservation Are2 74 acr es A woe, J Ohns Count
N16 Twelve Mile Swamp Recreation Aree8 78 acres A St. Johns Count
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n01_bayard_CA.html
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n06_faver-dykes_matanzas_SF.html
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n12_pumpkin_hill_creek_PSP.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n13_simmons_memorial_SF.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n14_rice_creek_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n15_stokes_landing_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n16_twelve_mile_swamp_RA.html
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Bayard Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A view of the St. Johns River from the shore at Bayard Conservation Area.

Size:

10,320 acres.

Location:

Along the western bank of the St. Johns River, east of U.S. 17, south of

State Road (SR) 16 in Clay County, just southeast o f Green Cove Springs

and 12 miles south of Jacksonville.

Description:

This conservation areab6s i mportance is magni f

Johns River and the Jacksonville metropolitan area. It is a key to providing
flood storage and preservation o f water and natural resources in the Lower
St. Johns River Basin. Riverine bottomland hardwoods, pine flatwoods and
sand hill communities are bordered on the east by the St. Johns River with
approximately seven miles of river frontage.

HAewsoAf
Recreational activities:
1. Bank fishing, hiking, b icycling, horseback riding, primitive camping at
designated sites and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Seasonal hunting on areas 2, 3 and 4. more info
3. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on the St. Johns
River, and the property is accessible by water; however, there are no
launches located on the property.
Restrictions: more info
1. No motorized vehicles allowed on property, except as authorized
during hunt season.

2. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
3. Area lis closed to hunting al | year, but open to all other recreational
activities.
Access:

Two parking areas are located on the south side of SR 16. The western

par king area is recommended for horseback riding enthusiasts. Other access
points are located off U.S. 17 and County Road 226, three miles south of
Green Cove Springs.

For more information:

Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hun ting information, click HERE .
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n01_photos.html
http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/pdfs/Bayard_TG.pdf
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&formtype=latlong&latlongtype=degrees&latdeg=29&latmin=58&latsec=37&longdeg=-81&longmin=38&longsec=22
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n01_l-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/using.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/hunting.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/important.html
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Black Creek R avines Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property M ap Location Map

A trail in the Black Creek Ravines Conservation Area provides a view of the
creek.

Size:

965 acres.

Location:

In Clay County, about one mile east of the town of Middleburg, along the
south bank of Black Creek.

Description:

This tract consists primarily of natural woodlands and wetlands. The site
exhibits a remarkable amount of relief for Florida landscapes, with elevations

ranging from five feet above mean sea level at points along the creek to 90
feet above mean sea | evel on the sandhills in
port i on. The propertyds most distinctive charac
slopes and steep ravines that result from a series of naturally erodin g

seepage streams. These sensitive ecosystems support a wide variety of

native aqu atic and wetland -dependent species. The property exhibits a
diversity of nat ural communities, some classified as being imperiled in

Florida because of their rarity and vulner ability to natural or man -made
factors. About 2.7 miles of the south shore of Black Creek is protected from
development to maintain the important recharge functions of the upland

sand hill community.

Wildlife viewing:

Recreational acti vities:
1. Hiking, horseback riding, fishing, primitive camping at designated
sites, wildlife viewing and nature study. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
2. Due to the sensitive nature of the ravines, bicycles are not allowed.
3. Climbing in the ravines is strictly prohibited.
Access:
The area can be accessed on Green Road, north of County R oad 218.
For more information:
Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404.
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n02_photos.html
http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/pdfs/Black_Creek_Ravines_TG.pdf
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&formtype=latlong&latlongtype=degrees&latdeg=30&latmin=03&latsec=29&longdeg=-81&longmin=50&longsec=49
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n02_p-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n02_l-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/using.html
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Caravelle Ranch Wildlife Management

Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Sunlight peeks through tree coverage in a secluded area of Caravelle Ranch
Wildlife Management Area.

Size:

13,383 acres are managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC). Of this, the District owns 6,573 acres.

Location:

Six miles south of Palatka in Putnam County, bounde d on the east by the St.
Johns River and on the south by the Ocklawaha River.

Description:

The area is located at the confluence of the Ocklawaha and St. Johns rivers.

The area helps the restoration of these two major rivers and protects

threa tened and end angered species. The management area is a large,

diverse tract which connects the Cross Florida Greenway with the Ocala

National Forest.

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting, fishing, canoeing and boating.
2. Hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, primitive camping at designated

sites and wildlife viewing are available, but ar e restricted during hunt
dates. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. No motorized vehicles allowed on property, except as authorized
during hunt season.
2. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
Access:
The main entrance is on the east side of State Road (SR) 19, which bisects
the area, just south of the bridge over the Cross Florida Greenway; there is
also a parking area with walk -through two miles to the south. There is a

boat ramp to the Ocklawaha River off SR 19, south of the entrance.

For more information:

The lead manager for this area is FWC: (352) 732 -122 5. For hunting
info rmation, click HERE.
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n03_photos.html
http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/pdfs/Caravelle_Ranch_TG.pdf
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&formtype=latlong&latlongtype=degrees&latdeg=29&latmin=31&latsec=05&longdeg=-81&longmin=45&longsec=06
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n03_p-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n03_l-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/using.html
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Deep Creek Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location (Canoe Launch) Property Map
Location Map

A killdeer is one of the many bird species that can be found in north Florida,
including on the Districtodés public | ands.
Size:

4,483 acres.

Location:

In St. Johns County, on the east side of the St. Johns River, west of State

Road (SR) 207, just north of Hastings.

Description:

The area is roughly three miles from north to south and two miles from east

to west with two miles of St. Johns River frontage at the western boundary.

Deep Creek, the most prominent natural feature, runs through the area after
draining the agricultural area around Hastings. The conservation area is
almost entirely floodplain, bottomland hardwood and cypress swamp, with

minimal high land. The state of Florida owns the northern 725 acres, which

were purchased as part of the St. Johns River Blue way , a Florida F orever
project.

Recreational activities:

1. Fishing, boating and canoeing can be enjoy ed in Deep Creek.

2. Access to this property is only by boat from Deep Creek.

3. Activities include wildlife viewing and nature study. more info
Restrictions: more info

1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
Deep Creek is accessible only by boat. Go south on U.S. 17 from Palatka and
take SR 207 to Hastings. The closest water access is on SR 207 where the
road crosses D eep Creek. The creek can also be accessed from the St. Johns
River.
For more information:
Call the Districtds Division of-404And Manageme
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n04_photos.html
http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/pdfs/Deep_Creek_North_TG.pdf
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Dunns Creek Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Abandoned dirt roads are often used as trails by hikers, bike riders and other
visitors to District lands, drawing the visitors into natural Florida.

Location:

Situated on the east side of Dunns Creek, west of State Road (SR) 100 and
east of U.S. 17, at the north end of Crescent Lake, approximately eight miles
south of Palatka in Putnam County.

Description:

The large floodplain areas along Dunns Creek provide water storage. The
adjacent transitional and upland communities serve to buffer the aquatic
systems from adverse impacts. The District bought this property in 1992
with Preservation 2000 funding to protect water resources and provide
upland buffering of Dunns Creek, a tributary to the St. Johns River. The
majority of the area is floodplain swamp a nd hydric hammock, which
protects about five miles of shoreline on Dunns Creek. Pine Flatwoods and
upland mixed forests with small strand swamps and dome swamps are
interspersed.

H) eWwoafl

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting.
2. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, fishing and wildlife vie wing are
available but restricted during hunt dates.
3. Primitive camping is allowed only at designated sites. more info
4. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on Dunns Creek;
howev er, there are no launches located on the property.
Restrictions: more info
1. No motorized vehicles allowed on property, except as authorized
during hunt season.
2. Off-road vehicles (includ ing motorcycles and all  -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
Access:
Travel south from Palatka on U.S. 17 and turn east on SR 100. Go
appro ximately three miles to Tram Road. Take Tram Road about one -half
mile to the entrance.
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http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/n05_photos.html
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Faver -Dyk es State Park and Matanzas

State Forest

Photo Gallery Trail Guide  MapQue st (Matanzas) MapQuest (Faver -Dykes)
Property Map Location Map

Size:

Most of these two natural areas are jointly owned by the District and the

state of Flori da. Faver -Dykes State Park encompasses 5,920 acres and
Matanzas State Forest 4,700 acres.

Location:

Southeast St. Johns County, just north of the Flagler County line, between

the Matanzas River and U.S. 1.

Description:

This property includes the Matanzas S tate Forest to the north and Faver -
Dykes State Park to the south. Both areas contain extensive pine plantations
but also have quality upland and wetland habitats. The state forest boasts a
regionally significant wood stork rookery, has two miles of estuari ne marsh
on its eastern border, and includes Cedar Creek. The state park also

provides regionally significant protection of water resources and a diverse

wil dlife habitat, with more than two miles along Pellicer Creek.

Wildlife viewing:

Gopher tortoise and  Florida black bear have been documented, as well as

the wood stork, American eagle, roseate spoonbill and American swallow -
tailed kite.

H A eysoassf
Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, bicycling , horseback riding, fishing, camping, primitive
cam ping, canoeing and nature study. more info
2. Hunting is permitted on the state forest, and canoeing is permitted at
the state park.
Restric tions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
2. Hunting on the state forest is by permit only.
Access:
The pro perties are connected by trails, and both are independently
accessible from U.S. 1.
For more information:
Contact Faver -Dykes State Park at (904) 794 -0997. Access to Matanzas
State Forest requires a state forest day -use permit. Call (386) 446 -6786
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Jenni ngs State Forest
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A canoe awaits an adventure along a stream in Jennings State Forest.

Size:

23,995 acres. The District owns 7,918 acres and co -owns another 3,372
acres with the state.

Location:

About 16 miles southwest of Jacksonville and 10 miles west of Orange Park.
The closest town is Middleburg in Clay County.

Description:

The state forest protects the headwaters of Black Creek and its tributaries,
including the North Fork of Black Creek and Yellow Water Creek. It also
protects sandhills that are in remarkably good con dition with healthy
popul ations of wire grass and longleaf pine. The west side of Yellow Water
Creek is one of the few places in northeast Florida where natural seepage
slope communities remain in good ecological health.

H 3 ewsoasf
Recreational activities:
1. Fishing, canoeing, wildlife viewing, primitive camping by permit,
hiking, horseback riding, bicycling and seasonal hunting (please check
hunt dates and hunt season restrictions).
2. There are four canoe launch areas on  -site. Canoes must be carried

over rough terrain, and four -wheel drive is required to reach launch
areas 1 and 2. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
Access:

Head north on U.S. 301 from Lawtey, turn east on State Road (SR) 218, or
from SR 21 at Middleburg, take SR 218. Five different entrances have signs
posted. Canoe launch areas are reached from Nolan Road and Hattie Nolan
Road.

For more information:

The state Division of Forestry (DOF) is the lead manager of this state forest.
Call DOF at (90 4) 291 -5530. For hunting information, click HERE .
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John M. Bethea State Forest

Photo Gallery Trail Guide  MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

37,736 acres. This property is jointly owned with the state of Florida.

Location:

Northern Baker County, approximately 12 miles north of Glen St. Mary.

Description:

This property provides a  wildlife corridor between Okefenokee National

Wil dlife Refuge to the north and Osceola National Forest to the west. The

propert y includes 2.9 miles of frontage on the S
acquired under the Conservation and Recreation Lands program a nd the

Save Our Rivers program to protect the rivero
area was previously managed for silviculture (tree farming), emerging

natural co mmunities include Flatwoods, basin swamp, dome swamp, wet

Flatwoods and bottomland forest.

Wi Idlife viewing:

The area serves as a wildlife corridor, and is home to Florida black bear,

river otter and Florida salt marsh vole. Bird species include red -cockaded

woodpecker, wood stork, bald eagle, grasshopper sparrow and sand hill

crane.

Recreational activities:

1. Hunting, horseback riding, canoeing and fishing. more info
Restrictions: more info

1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track

vehicles) are not allowed on property.

Access:
The property has five access points and is also accessible by water via a
canoe | aunch on the St. Maryoés River north of
For more information:
Contact the Florida Division of Forestry at (904) 259 -4688.
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Julington  -Durbin Preserve

(Parking lot scheduled to open March 1, 2007)
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Pine Flatwoods, palmettos an  d wiregrass abound in Julington -Durbin
Preserve.

Size:

2,006 acres. This property is jointly owned with the state of Florida.

Location:

In Duval County, approximately two miles west of the town of Bayard on Old
St. Augustine Road.

Description:

The area is located on a peninsula formed at the confluence of Julington and
Durbin creeks, and has approximately nine miles of shoreline along the two
creeks. The peninsula is a long sandy ridge that grades into floodplain
swamp and mar sh al ong t hwralcameeniies 6onssstob r e s . N a
sand hill along the higher areas near the center of the peninsula and
Flatwoods at the lower elevations. The preserve contains extensive

floodplain wetlands, providing water quality and floodplain protection for

both creeks and the St. Johns River.

Wildlife viewing:

Known wildlife at the preserve include bald eagle, osprey, gopher tortoise,
bobcat, turkey, deer and numerous species of wading and songbirds.

Man atees seasonally swim in both creeks.

Recreational activities:

1. Hiking, picnicking, horseback riding, bicycling and nature study. more
info
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted on the property.
Access:
Public parking and access is off of Bartram Par k Boulevard.
For more information:
The District and the city of Jacksonville co -manage the property. Contact the

Districtds Division of Land44Management at (38
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Moses Creek Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Waving rivers of salt marsh grasses dominate the estuarine portions of
Moses Creek Conservation Area.

Size:

2,042 acres.

Location:

In southeast St. Johns County on the Matanzas River, fronting the north side
of State Road (SR) 206.

Descrip tion:

The Moses Creek Conservation Area preserves one of the few remaining
undeveloped tidal creeks in the region. The tidal marshes served as an

impo rtant resource to Native Americans who occupied the area thousands of
years ago. Moses Creek is a tributar y to the Matanzas River. The District
purchased this land, which surrounds Moses Creek, to protect important
water resources and ecological functions and to protect wildlife habitat.
Seven na tural communities @ scrub, upland mixed forest, freshwater tidal
swamp, mesic fatwood, depression marsh, dome swamp and estuarine tidal
marsh & can be found on the land. The diverse vegetative communities
provide hab itat for a variety of wildlife. Canopied dirt roads serve as trails
beneath grand old live oaks, through scrub, to sandy bluffs overlooking
Moses Creek.

Recreational activities:

1. The area is available for hiking, wildlife viewing, primitive camping in
designated areas, picnicking, nat ure study, bicycling, horseback riding
and fishing. more info

2. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on Moses Creek and
the Matanzas River, and the property is accessible by water ; however,
there are no launches located on the property.

3. Environmental education programs are conducted on the property.

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:

Take U.S. 1 south from St. Augustine to Dupont Center. Head east about

one mile on SR 206. Two entrances with parking areas are on the north side

of SR 206; the western parking area is equipped for horseback riders.

For more information:

Callthe Di strictdés Division of Land44Management at
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Murphy Creek Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide 2 Trail Guide 1 MapQuest Location Property Map
Locat ion Map

An aerial view of Murphy Creek Conservation Area.

Size:

1,842 acres.

Location:

In Putnam County, approximately five miles south of Palatka and one mile
northwest of Satsuma.

Description:

The Murphy Creek Conservation Area is predominantly hardwo od swamps
associated with Murphy Creek and the St. Johns River. The limited uplands
contain sand hill, Flatwoods and hardwood hammock. Purchase of the

Murphy Creek parcel and Murphy Island (a part of this conservation area)

pr otects the water resources of both the St. Johns River and Murphy Creek.
Murphy Island contains one of the few upland areas along the St. Johns

River that can be reached by boat. High bluffs on the island provide an

oppo rtunity for a spectacular view of the river.

Wildlife viewing:

Bald eagles, gopher tortoises, Virginia opossums, white -tailed deer, bobcats
and foxes. Numerous waterfowl and wading birds can be found in the

wetlands.

Recreational activities:

1. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, wildlife viewing and nature study.

2. Group camping and primitive campin g are allowed only at designated
sites.

3. Murphy Island contains a boat landing, more than six miles of hiking
trails and a primitive campsite. more info

4. Boating and canoeing opportunities a re available on Murphy Creek and
the St. Johns River, and the property is accessible by water; however,
there are no launches located on the property.

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:

From U.S. 17, turn west on County Road 309B. A parking area is

appro ximately one -half mile on the north side of the road. Access to Murphy
Island is by boat only.

For more information: call (386 )329 -4404
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Pumpkin Hill Cr  eek Preserve State Park

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Old cypress growth at Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve State Park.

Size:

3,895 acres. This property is jointly owned with the state of Florida.

Location:

In northeastern Duval County, about 12 miles north of downtown

Jackso nville. It adjoins the Nationa I Park Servicebds Timucuan ECc
Historic Preserve, the Nassau River - St. Johns River Marshes Aquatic

Preserve and the city -0iferRoiataidCedarPoint | eds Bet z
properties.

Description:

The preserve protects one of the largest contiguo us areas of uplands left in

Duval County. These uplands are important to the water quality of the
Nassau and St. Johns rivers and include mesic Flatwoods, xeric hammock,
scrubby Flatwoods, dome swamp, tidal marshes, cypress domes and four
different creek a nd marsh systems. The Florida Park Service manages the
land for resource -based recreation and protection of natural and cultural
resources, and works in a unique partnership with the District and Coastal
and Aguatic Managed Areas to help ensure the protect ion of water quality in
this ecologically significant area.

Wildlife viewing:

Hawks, owls, eagles, wood storks and wading birds have been spotted in the
salt marsh, pine Flatwoods and scattered cypress domes. Scenic natural
vistas are complemented by other rare plants and animals.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, wildlife viewing, fishing, canoeing,

kayaki ng and ranger -led interpretive programs. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted within the state park.
2. Dogs must be on a leash.
Access:

From either | -95 or State Road 9A, exit east onto Hecksher Drive. Turn left
onto New Berlin Road. At a sharp right in the road, turn right onto Cedar

Point Road. Turn left on Pumpkin Hill Road. The main pa rk entrance is on the
left.

For more information: Call Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve State Park at

(904) 696 -5980 or Talbot Islands State Parks at (904) 251 -2320.
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Ralph E. Simmons Memorial State Forest
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A view of Georgia from the shore of the St. M
Simmons Memorial State Forest.

Size:

3,638 acres.

Location:

Al ong the south bank of the St -Gedgarbgrdes Ri ver ,
northeast of the town of Boulogn e in Nassau County.

Description:

The Ralph E. Simmons Memorial State Forest ensures preservation of 6.7

miles of the St. Maryds River shoreline. Sign
natural sand hill communities in thea®h. Mary
area serves as a refuge for a number of listed plants. Visitors may spot

toot hache grass, orchids, purple baldwina, Bart

H)eWwoAafl

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting, fishing, hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, primitive

camping (only at designated s ites) and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Boating and canoeing opportunities are ava
River.

3. Group camping requires a permit from the Division of Forestry (DOF).
Other p rimitive campsites are first come, first served and do not
require a permit.

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted except during designated hunting
periods.

2. Hunt permit holders may camp at group campsite only. Please contact
DOF for a camping permit.

Access:
Vehicle access from U.S. 1/U.S. 301; go east on Lake Hampton Road.
Info rmational kiosks are located at the parking areas. Parking areas are on
Lake Hampton R oad and Penny Haddock Road. A boat ramp is available at
Scotts Landing Road.
For more information:
DOF is the lead manager of this state forest. The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission assists DOF in managing wildlife and enforcing
rules. Cal | DOF at (904) 845 -3597. For hunting information, click HERE .
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Rice Creek Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A mix of cypress and other hardwoods dominate much of Rice Creek

Conse rvation Area.

Size:

4,202 acres.

Location:

Along Rice Creek Swamp, extending south from State Road (SR) 100 to just
south of SR 20 in Putnam County, approximately six miles west of Palatka.
Description:

Rice Creek Swamp covers approximately 70 percent of the property.

Together with Palmetto Branch, Old town Branch and Hickory Branch o}
which are all just west of the conservation area 0 the swamp forms the
headw aters of Rice Creek, a large tributary of the St. Johns River. The area
was an indigo and rice plantation during the 18th century, and most of the
uplands were managed as commercial pine plantations before District
ownership. The site has a variety of natural communities, including

floodplain swamp, fla twoods, dome swamp, floodplain forest and upland
mixed forest. The area is also a key parcel for connecting Etoniah State

Forest to the Cross Florida Greenway.

Wildlife viewing:
The area serves as a wildlife corridor, connecting several large natural areas.
Natura | community diversity supports Florida black bear, white -tailed deer,

turkey, river otter, wood duck and diverse migratory songbirds.

Recreational activities:

1. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding and primitive camping. more info
2. The property includes part of the Florida National Scenic Trail.
Restrictions: more info
1. Portions or all of the property may b e closed during restoration
activ ities.

2. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
3. The Florida Trail is for hikers only.

Access:
Trail head parking is on the propertyds north
southern end is only possible by foot on the Florida Trail.

For more information:

Contact the Districtodos Division o-#8404,@&and Manag
contact the Florida Trail Association for information on the Florida National

Scenic Trail at ww w.floridatrail.org . For hunting information, click HERE.
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Stokes Landing Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A sailboat eases through  tranquil waters in the midst of Stokes Landing
Conservation Area.

Size:

274 acres.

Location:

North of the St. Augustine Regional Airport, east of U.S. 1 in St. Johns

County.

Description:

This was the first District acquisition within the coastal basin of the Tolomato
River. This conservation area was purchased to protect water resources,

wetlands and wildlife habitat. Stokes Landing serves as an outdoor
classroom for environmental education through
program. An observation platform for wildlife and marsh viewing was rebuilt

by St. Johns County students. The students also developed interpretive trails

and a brochure.

Wildlife viewing:

The conservation area is home to wood storks, red -tailed hawks, wading

birds and otters.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, bicycling, wildlife viewing, nature study and fishing. more info
2. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on the Tolomato
River, and the property is accessible by water; however, there are no
launches located on the property.

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
From U.S. 1 north of the St. Augustine airport, take Venetian Boulevard to
Old Dixie Road and turn left on Lakeshore Drive. The entrance is on the
right.
For more information:
Call the Districtds Division of-404And Manageme
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Twelve Mile Swamp Recreation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

378 acres.

Location:

St. Johns County, approximately eight miles north of St. Augustine.

Description:

This r ecreation area is composed mostly of planted pine forest with several
small cypress domes throughout. This 378 -acre recreation area is part of a
21,898 -acre tract that is under a long -term timber reservation. The larger
tract & Twelve Mile Swamp Wildlife M  anagement Area (WMA) & is managed
by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and is open for

public hunting season. This tract is composed of a series of large swamps.
Together, these swamps form the headwaters of six major tributary

systems. Three of these tributaries, Turnbull Creek, Mill Creek and Sampson
Creek, discharge into the St. Johns River. Two others, Moultrie Creek and

Red House Branch, discharge into the Matanzas River, while Stokes Creek
discharges into the Tolomato River. Preser vation of this site serves to
protect the water quality and quantity of these creek systems and benefits

the groundwater and water supply for this area of St. Johns County.

Wildlife viewing:

Common wildlife sightings include white -tailed deer, foxes, songb  irds and a
variety of snakes.

Recreational activities:

1. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Seasonal hunting is permitted at the WMA. more info

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.

Access:

The Twelve Mile Swamp Recreation Area is located on International Golf
Parkway, just west of U.S. 1.

For more information:

Call the District's D ivision of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Council

North Central Region

Properties Location Map

T NC1 Clark Bay Conservation Area 4,793 acres A Volusia Co

T NC2 Crescent Lake Conservation Area 3,529 acres A Flagler
Volusia counties

T NC3 Graham Swamp Conservation Area 3,084 acres A Flagler

T NC4 Heart Island Conservation Area 12,082 acres A Volusia

T NC5 Lake George Conservation Area 11,973 acres A Putnam and
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Clark Bay Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

4,793 acres. This property is jointly owned with Volusia County.

Location:

In Volusia County, north of U.S. 92 and east of SR 11.

Descripti  on:

The uplands of the conservation area are comprised mainly of wet and mesic
flatwoods. These communities have been altered extensively by past
silvicultural (tree farming) activities. They were affected by the 1998

wildfires and are in various stages of restoration. The uplands drain into
several large basin swamps that form two streams, Deep Creek and Little
Haw Creek. The creeks are main tributaries for Lake Woodruff Basin and
Crescent Lake Basin, respectively. The wetlands within the conservation area
are largely intact.

Wildlife viewing:

Species here include Florida black bear, bald eagle, sand hill crane, gopher
tortoise and wood stork. Deer, turkey, migratory songbirds, swallow -tailed
kite, heron, wood ducks and a variety of snakes and lizards have also been
observed.

HXwf(
Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, wildlife viewing, equestrian a ctivity and seasonal hunting. more
info
Restrictions: more info
1. Portions or all of the property may be closed during re storation
activities.
2. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
Public parking and access is off Old Daytona Road, just west of where it
intersects U.S. 92.
For more information:
Contact the Districtds Division o#404and Manag
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Crescent Lake Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

3,529 acres. An additional 1,000 acres are jointly owned with Flagler County

at Haw Creek Preserve.

Location:

Northeast of Seville and southwest of Bunnell, at the south end of Crescent

Lake in Flagler and Volusia  counties.

Description:
Crescent Lake Conservation Area serves as a buffer for Crescent Lake.
Seventy -f i ve percent of this area is within the

water storage and protection. Haw Creek Preserve and Haw Creek Preserve
State Park p rotect wetlands and water quality for approximately two miles

along Haw Creek. The Flagler County Park, Haw Creek Preserve, contains a
wide variety of plant communities, from marsh and riverine swamp along

Haw Creek to longleaf slash pine and pasture in th e northeastern reach of
this tract.

Wildlife viewing:

The area provides important habitat for a number of wildlife species,

including bald eagles, osprey, wading birds and waterfowl.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking and bicycling are available in the Crescent Lake Conservation
Area.
2. At Haw Creek Preserve, activities include canoeing, boating, fishing,
horseback riding, primitive camping by permit from the county and
wildlife viewin g. more info

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:

Crescent Lake Conservation Area: Fr om the intersection of U.S. 17 and
County Road (CR) 305 in Seville, go 2.3 miles north to North Raulerson
Road; go east 1.9 miles to the parking area. To Haw Creek Preserve, take
CR 305to CR 2006; turn south onto CR 2007 and go two miles to Russell

Landin g.

For more information:

Call the Districtds Division of-4404akodHawlanage me
Creek Preserve, call Flagler County at (386) 437 -7490.
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Graham Swamp Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A trail through palms at Graham Swamp Conservation Area.

Size:

3,084 acres.

Loca tion:

In eastern Flagler County near Palm Coast.

Description:

The historic headwaters of Bulow Creek originate in the large freshwater

basin swamp of Graham Swamp. More than 2,500 acres of the property are
covered by wetland hardwood swamp; the remainder o f the property is
forested upland that fringes the basin and forms small islands within the
swamp. Graham Swamp, though heavily impaired by the creation of ditches
and dikes in the past, serves an important function in retaining and filtering
storm water r  unoff from residential developments lying to the west and
north. The Graham Swamp Conservation Area will help maintain the integrity
and quality of northeast Floridads coastal ec

ecoloiical functions.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking (when conditions allow), bank fishing, bicycling, wildlife viewing
and nature study. more info

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:

Access on Colbert lane: From State Ro ad (SR) 100, turn north on Colbert
Lane. Travel approximately 2.5 miles to the parking area on the west side of
the road. From | -95, exit on Southeast Palm Coast Parkway and head east.
Turn south on Colbert Lane and travel about 4.5 miles to the parking ar eaon
the west side of the road. Access on Old Kings Road: From SR 100, turn
north on Old Kings Road. Travel approximately 4.5 miles to the parking area
on the east side of the road. From Southeast Palm Coast Parkway, travel
south approximately two miles t o the parking area on the east side of the
road.

For more information:

Flagler County is the lead manager of Graham Swamp. For more

information, call (386) 437 -7490.
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Heart Island Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

A beautiful wetland scene at Heart Island Conservation Area.

Size:

12,082 acres.

Location:

In Volusia County, southeast of Lake George.

Description:

The District acquired this property in 1994 with Preservation 2000 funds to

protect water resources. At the time of purchase, the property had

undergone extensive clear  -cutting for the timber resources. The District has
focused on planting |l ongleaf pine to restore
community. In July 1998, wildfires burned more than 4,000 acres. The

District is working to replant vegetation devastated by the wildfires. Thi S
conservation area is part of the 35,380 -acre Lake George Wildlife
Management Area. Hunting on the property is managed by the Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Natural communities include basin

swamp, floodplain swamp, basin marsh, bay ga Il, blackwater stream, hydric
hammock, mesic flatwoods and scrub. Slash pine, cabbage palms and an
undergrowth of saw palmetto and gall berry can be found in nearly all of the

upland areas. Wetland areas contain various hardwoods, cypress, sweet bay,

red b ay, loblolly bay and wax myrtle thickets.

HAYoAfl

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, horseback riding, seasonal hunting, bicycling, picnicking ,

wildlife viewing and primitive camping at designated sites. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (incl uding motorcycles and all  -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
Access:

The property can be accessed from three different roads: from U.S. 17 just

south of State Road (SR) 40 0 parking area with walk  -through for bicycling,
hiking and hor seback riding; from SR 40 0 parking area with walk  -through;
from SR 11 north of SR 40 0 two parking areas on the west side of SR 11.

For more information:

Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE.
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Lake George Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

11,973 acres.

Location:

On the eastern shore of Lake George, west of U.S. 17; the closest towns are
Crescent City (Putnam County) and Seville and Pierson (Volusia County).
Description:

The Lake George Conservation Area consists primarily of mixed hardwood

swamp and pine flatwoods. This property is included in the wildlife

management area managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commissi on. Besides enhancing wetland and upland habitat, the Lake

George Conservation Area protects a wildlife corridor of more than 20 miles

along Lake George and the St. Johns River.

Wildlife viewing:

Species found here include FI or isqgiigeldnd a c k
southern bald eagle (one of the regionés
species include the American alligator, gopher tortoise, bobcat, hawk, heron,

otter, owl, osprey and white -tailed deer.

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting, fishing, hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, primitive

camping at designated sites and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Boating opportunities are available on Lake George.
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track

vehicles) are not allowed on property.

2. No cam ping is allowed during the general gun hunting season.
Access:
From U.S. 17, turn west on Georgetown -Denver Road (west of Crescent
City); from Seville, turn west on County Road 305 (Lake George Road);
north of Pierson, turn west on Nine Mile Road.
For mor e information:
Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Lake George Forest

Photo Gallery Trail Guide  MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

7,858 acres. This property is jointly owned with Volusia County.

Location:

In Volusia County, 15 miles south of Crescent City, b ordered on the east by

U.S. 17 and on the west by Lake George.

Description:

This property was purchased to protect and enhance Lake George. The

forest was previously managed for timber production, so includes a large

area of planted pine stands. The remain der of the area is predominantly

har dwood swamp. The property borders the Dist
Conservation Area to the north, along County Road (CR) 305, forming a

more than 20 -mile wildlife corridor along the east side of Lake George and

the St. Johns River.

Wildlife viewing:

Species found here include the Florida bl ack
and southern bald eagle (one of the largest concentrations). Other species

include the American alligator, gopher tortoise, bobcat, hawk, heron, otter,

owl, osprey and white -tailed deer.

Heaf

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting, fishing, ca  mping at designated sites and wildlife
viewing. more info
2. Nine Mile Point provides handicapped access.
Restrictions: mo re info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
2. No camping is allowed during the general gun hunting season.
Access:
From north on U.S. 17 or from Seville, take CR 305 west. From south on
U.S. 17, turn west on Nine Mile Road. Parking for both entrances is on the
left.
For more information:
Call Volusia County Division of Land Acquisition and Management at (386)

740 -5261. For hunting information, click HERE . To reserve group camping
at Pine Island, call the Districtés Division
4404.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Pellicer Creek Conservation Area
Photo G allery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Princess Place Preserve is encompassed within Pellicer Creek Conservation

Area.

Size:

3,865 acres.

Location:

In northern Flagler County, adjacent to the Florida Agricultural Museum site

and the Princess Place Preserve.

Description:

The site demonstrates exam ples of several regionally significant ecological
communities, including saltwater marsh, freshwater marsh, wet prairie,

mixed wetland hardwoods, pine flatwoods, longleaf pine, xeric oak and

upland hardwood forest. The property provides a buffer to about e ight miles
of Pellicer Creekdés shoreline, which helps to
the storm water filtering function of the creek. The property has scattered

wetlands and is forested with pines, hardwoods and a variety of shrubs and

ferns. Princess Pl ace Preserve, managed by Flagler County, is the site of the
Princess Estate; a lodge designed by William Wright and built of coquina

blocks.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, canoe ing, boating, horseback riding, bicycling, wildlife viewing,
nature study and bank fishing. more info
2. Boating and canoeing are available on Pellicer Creek, a state canoe
trail. Access is fr om Faver -Dykes State Park and Princess Place.
3. Primitive camping is allowed at the Preserve by permit from Flagler

County.
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:

The preserve can be accessed by vehicle from U.S. 1 by turning east on Old

Kings Road and then following signs. The remainder of the property can be

accessed by foot, bicycle or horse along the network of trails leading out

from Princess Place. T he preserve is open Wednesday through Sunday, 9

a.m.to 5 p.m.

For more information:

For Princess Place, call Flagler County at (386) 437 -7490. For Pellicer Creek,

call the Districtds Division of-4404and Manageme
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Tiger Bay State Forest

Photo Gallery Trail Guide = MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

23,425 acres. Location:

In the east -central portion of Volusia County, approximate ly seven miles
west of Daytona Beach, both north and south of U.S. 92.

Description:

This extensive wetland forest is critical to aquifer recharge in the area. The

forest consists of large areas of hydric swamp forest with embedded pine

islands and a large  pine ridge. The purchase of this land began in 1977

under the Environmentally Endangered Lands program.

Wildlife viewing:
The | andbés position among sever al publicly ow
wildlife corridors for several species, including the Florida bl ack bear. Itis

also a potential nesting and foraging area for the bald eagle.

- J - ..
H R e Yoo Asse |
Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, picnicking, fishing, canoeing, boating, nature study, wildlife
viewing, primitive camping by permit and seasonal hunting (please
check hunt dates and hunt season restrictions).

2. Horseback riding and bicycling are allowe d on designated forest roads.

3. An interpretive trail is located near Indian Lake. more info
Restrictions: more info

1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track

vehicles) are not allowed on property.
2. Boats with internal combustion engines are prohibited on waters of

this state forest.
Access:
From the | -95/U.S. 92 interchange, the first access point can be reached by
going four miles west on U.S. 92 and turning north (right) onto Indian Lake
Road. The forest entrance is approximately 1.75 miles. The second access
point is six miles west on U.S. 92, on the south (left) side of the road. The
third acces s point is 6.5 miles west on U.S. 92. Parking is on the north
(right) side of the road, at the forest office headquarters. The fourth access
is seven miles west on U.S. 92 on the north (right) side of the road. An
additional access area is off State Road 4 0, approximately five miles west of
[-95 on the south side of the road.
For more information:
The Division of Forestry (DOF) is the lead manager. Call DOF at (386) 226 -
0250. For hunting information, click HERE.
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Properties Location Map

T W1 Emeralda Marsh Conser vation Area 7,089 acres A Lake Co
T W2 Lake Apopka Restoration Area 19,825 acres A Lake and
counties

acres A f%e Count

1 W3 Lake Norris Conservation Area 2,352

1 W4 Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area 10,333 acres A Alach
County

T W5 Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve 1,388 acres A Al r% ua Cou

1T W6 Newnans Lake Conservation Area 6,504 acres A Alachua
-y

1 W7 Ocklawaha Prairie Restoration Area 6,077 acres A Marion
<3605

T W8 Orange Creek Restoration Area 3,512 acres A Alachua a

Marion counties
T W9 Sunny hill Restoration Area 4,405 acres A M'é'a..nﬁng’o n Coun

Recreational Uses

Wildlife Hiking Fishin HorsebackBiC cling Camping Canoeinc Canoe Boatin Boat Seasone
Viewing g 9 Riding yeling ping “Launch 9 aunch Hunting

il = = -~
w2l
WBE
W4m
W5m
W6m
W7m
W8m
wol™l

= =

o 0o
Ed E1 E3 E3 E2 E2 EX Ed E3
> I > > >

>

> > > = I~ I~ > >
i

HHBBHAAAHAA

> >

Where to go camping guide Page98


http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/western_map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w01_emeralda_marsh_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w02_lake_apopka_RA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w03_lake_norris_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w04_lochloosa_wildlife_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w05_longleaf_flatwoods_reserve.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w06_newnans_lake_CA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w07_ocklawaha_prairie_RA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w08_orange_creek_RA.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w09_sunnyhill_RA.html

Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Emeralda Marsh Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

7,089 acres.

Location:

In Lake County, between State Road (SR) 42 and SR 44, just north of

Lisbon, on the east side of Lake Griffin and west of County Road (CR) 452.
Description:

Historically, the Emeralda Marsh extended for more t han 10,000 acres on
the eastern side of Lake Griffin, near the headwaters of the Ocklawaha

River. The District has acquired approximately half of the project area
identified by the stateds Conservation
program for restorati  on. In 1974, the area was designated as a National
Natural Landmark through a program of the National Park Service.

Wildlife viewing:
The natural communities and agricultural lands support a large and diverse
wildlife population, particularly migrating and wintering birds. A large

number of the eastern greater sand hill crane population winter in the area.
Listed species include bald eagle, wood stork, limpkin and snowy egret. The
wetlands and adjacent water bodies support one of the highest
concentrations of alligators in central Florida.

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal waterfowl hunting, fishing, hiking, bicycling, canoeing,
horseback riding, boating and wildlife viewing. more info
2. The open waters have been stocked with fish by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission.

3. A seasonal interpretive drive and handicapped -accessible wildlife
viewing platform  are available.
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track

vehicles) are not allowed on property.

2. Airboats are not permitted.
Access:
Travel east from Weirsdale on SR 42 past the Sunny hill Restoration Area
and turn south on CR 452. Public parking areas are provided off CR 452.
Access is also available from Emeralda Island Road.
For more information:
Call the District's Division of Land Ma nagement at (386) 329  -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE .

and
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Lake Apopka Restoration Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide 2 Trail Guide 1 MapQuest Location Property Map
Location Map

An aerial view of the marsh flow -way outlet at Lake Apopka Restoration
Area.

Size:

19,825 acres.

Location:

On the northwestern shore of Lake Apopka, in Lake and Ora nge counties,
northwest of Orlando.

Description:

Lake Apopka is in the headwaters of the Ocklawaha River and was targeted

for cleanup under the Surface Water Improvement and Management Act of

1987. Major activities include marsh and floodplain restoration and the
creation ofamarshflow -way system that filters Lake Apoyg
circulating lake water through restored wetlands. In 1996, the Florida

Legislature passed Chapter 96  -207, Florida Statutes, furthering its previous
mandate to clean up the lak e by providing funds to buy additional

agricultural lands north of the lake. Restoration of these farmlands to

functioning wetlands is expediting cleanup efforts. Public recreation access is
limited to the Clay Island portion of the property.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding and wildlife viewing are allowed at
Clay Island. more info
2. Group tours for environmental education are available on the
restoration project area by appointment.
3. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on Lake Apopka ;
however, there are no launches located on the property.
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
From Orlando, take U.S. 441 north to Zellwood; go west o n Jones Road,
then south on State Road 448A to County Road (CR) 48 and west on Ranch
Road. If traveling from the town of Astatula, take CR 48 east to Ranch Road.
Take Ranch Road south, and then turn west on Peoples Road, then south on
Carolyn Road to the p  arking area.
For more information:
Call the Districtds Division of-404Aand Manageme
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Lake Norris Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest L ocation Property Map Location Map

A spectacular view can be seen from a shoreline tra il at Lake Norris
Conservation Area.

Size:

2,352 acres.

Location:

In eastern Lake County, on the west side of Lake Norris Road, north of
County Road (CR) 44A.

Description:

The Lake Norris Conservation Area was purchased to protect the extensive
hardwood sw amp that lies on the western shore of the lake and the
shoreline of Black Water Creek, a major tributary of the Wekiva River. Lake
Norris is a spectacular dark water lake that supports an impressive number
of osprey. Staff at the Boy Scout Camp located on the northern shore of the
lake have reported counting more than 100 active nests in the cypress trees
that ring the lake. The upland portion of the conservation area consists of
improved pasture, scrub and a small amount of planted pine.

Wildlife viewing:

A habitat for many animals and birds dependent on a wetlands environment,
this property expands the Florida black bear corridor. Also found here are
osprey, gopher tortoises, alligators and various types of snakes.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, wildlife viewing, nature study, fis hing, horseback riding,
bicycling and canoeing.  more info
2. Primitive camping by permit from the Lake County Water Authority
(LCWA).
3. Rental canoes are available by contacting the LCWA.
Rest rictions:  more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.

Access:
From State Road (SR) 19, turn east on SR 42 and south on SR 439. Turn
east on CR 44A and drive 4.5 miles to Lake Norris Road. Turn north and

drive 2.5 miles to the entrance on the west side of the road.

For more information:

The lead manager of the property is LCWA. For canoe rentals and camping

reservations, call LCWA at (352) 343 -3777. Call the Districtos
Land Management at (386) 329 -4404 for additional information.
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Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

10,333 acres.

Location:

Surrounding Lochloosa Lake in Alachua County, southeast of Gainesville and
southwest of Hawthorne.

Description:

The area protects the water quali ty and species diversity in this
environmentally sensitive watershed. Preservation of the shoreline helps
maintain hydrologic connections within the Orange Creek Basin. In 1987, the
state designated Orange Lake an Outstanding Florida Water. The Cross
Creek community adds historic character with the site of author Marjorie

Kinnan Rawlingsd home close by. The District
16,610 acre conservation easement from Georgia - Pacific Corp. (now Plum
Creek Corp.). Both properties are wildlife ma nagement areas.

H)eWwoAafl

Recreational activities:

1. Seasonal hunting, fishing (handicapped accessible), hiking, bicycling,
horseback riding, boating, wildlife viewing and primitive camping at
designated locations.  more info

2. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on Lochloosa Lake;
however, there are no launches located on the property.

3. Within the Grove Park portion of this property, hiking, bicycling,
horseback riding and wildlife viewing are allowed.

4. Visitors must st ay on designated trails.

Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed.
2. Primitive camping on Burnt Island requires a permit from the District.
3. No camping is allowed during the general hunting season.
Access:

From the north off County Road (CR) 2082 and from the Gainesville -
Hawthorne State Trail. From the east, off U.S. 301. In Cross Creek, access is
adjacent to the  volunteer fire department on the east side of CR 325 and
from Fish Camp Road.

For more information:

Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Take time to follow meandering trails found in Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve.
Size:

1,388 acres. This property is jointly owned with Alac hua County.
Location:

Two miles south of State Road (SR) 20 and five miles north of Cross Creek

in Alachua County, bordering County Road (CR) 325 on the east. It is
southeast of Gainesville and southwest of Hawthorne.

Description:

The area is a diverse are  a of intact natural communities within the Lochloosa
Wildlife Conservation Area. The uplands are comprised mainly of wet and
mesic flatwoods and sand hill, portions of which were significantly affected

by prior southern pine beetle salvage harvests, and th ese areas are in
various stages of restoration. Several small wetlands drain to the southwest
into a larger basin swamp. This swamp drains to the River Styx, which in

turn drains to Orange Lake. The District and Alachua County purchased the
property to aid  protection of the Orange Creek and Ocklawaha River basins
and to further the goals of the Alachua Forever program.

Wildlife viewing:

The natural community diversity at Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve provides
habitat for a wide variety of plant and animal spec ies. The site supports
gopher tortoise, white  -tailed deer, turkey, bobcat and a diverse bird
population.

Recreational activities:

1. Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, wildlife viewing and camping. more
info
Restrictions: more info

1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted on the property.
2. Camping requires a permit from the District.

Access:

The parking are ais about 2.3 miles south of the intersection of SR 20 and
CR 325. Entrance for camping is about three -quarters of a mile farther
south.

For more information:
Call the Districtds Division of-4004Aand Manageme
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Newnans Lake Conservation A rea

Photo Gallery MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

a bridge found on one of t  he many trails in Newnans Lake Conservation
Area.

Size:

6,504 acres. The northern 1,708 acres are jointly owned with Alachua

County.

Location:

Alachua County, approximately six miles east of Gainesville.

Description:

This area is a significant piece of pro perty in a large group of publicly owned
conservation lands within the Orange Creek Basin. These conservation lands
include Austin Cary Memorial State Forest, Paynes Prairie Preserve State

Park, Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area, Orange Creek Restoratio n Area
and several natural areas owned by the city of Gainesville. All of these areas
protect extensive, diverse upland and wetland natural communities and

provide important wildlife corridors. Conservation of these properties helps
protect and increase wa ter quality within the Orange Creek and Ocklawaha
River basins and ultimately the St. Johns River. This area encompasses

nearly two miles of Newnans Lake shoreline and parts of its two major

tributaries & Hatchet Creek and Little Hatchet Creek 0 protecting alarge
area of floodplain wetlands. The conservation area also includes numerous
isolated wetlands such as depression marshes, dome swamps and a large

basin swamp known locally as Gum Root Swamp.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, bicycling, fishing, horseback riding, wildlife viewing, canoeing
and picnicking. more info
2. A boat ramp is | ocated dlinoigParknearthee nt yds Owe
South Tract.

Restrictions: more info

1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
The Hatchet Creek Tract parking area is located off State Road (SR) 26,
approximately 1.5 miles east of County Road (CR) 222. The North Tract has
two parking areas, one off of SR 26, approximately one - half mile west of CR
222, and one on CR 234, approximately two miles south of SR 26. The South
Tract parking area is at Owens -lllinois Park, approximately three miles north

of SR 20 on Southeast 16th Avenue.
For more information:
Call the Districtods Division of-4004Aand Manageme
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Ocklawaha Prairie Restoration Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Marsh grasses and water form a patchwork at Ocklawaha Prairie Restoration
Area.

Size:

6,077 acres.

Location:

Five miles east of Ocala in Marion County, southwest of County Road (CR)
314A an d south of the Silver River State Park, southwest of the Ocala
National Forest.

Description:

District acquisition of this area ensured an opportunity to begin restoration

of the Upper Ocklawaha River Basin to a natural system. The historic river
channel fl ows through the property. A canal (C -212) runs on the eastern
boundary of the original floodplain. The restoration will provide improved

water quality on -site and downstream, expand flood storage and restore
2,400 acres of wetlands and associated wildlife habitat. Ocklawaha Prairie
lies within an extensive wetland system which includes Tiger Den, Marshall
Swamp and the Bead River. The Chornobyl Memorial Forest honors the
survivors and the thousands whose lives were lost during the Chornobyl
nuclear disaster in Ukraine in April 1986. The 314 -acre forest is planted in
longleaf pine to symbolize the importance of renewal, rebirth and

restoration.

H)eWwoAafl

Recreational activities:
1. Wildlife viewing, hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, fishing, seasonal
waterfowl hunting, nature study and primitive camping. more info
2. Boating and canoeing opportunities are available on the Ocklawaha
River, and the property is accessible by water; however, there are no
launches located on the property.

Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
From State Road 40, turn south on CR 314A, then south on CR 464C. You
can also go south on CR 464C from Moss Bluff . The north access area is

located on Old River Road (137th Avenue). The Chornobyl Memorial Forest

access area is located on CR 464C.

For more information:

Call the Districtds Division of-404Aand Manageme
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Orange Creek Restoration Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide = MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

3,512 acres.

Location:

Northeast of Citra in Alachua and Marion counties, on the ea stern side of
Orange Lake.

Description:

The Orange Creek Restoration Area is located within the Orange Creek

Basin, an area that has been hydrologically altered, with varying impacts to

the water and natural resources, since the beginning of the 20th centu ry.
From the 1940s until the District purchased it in 1998, the land had been

used for farming. Currently the property includes a combination of restored
wetlands, timberlands, pastures, and wet prairies and other wetlands. Water

from Orange Creek flows to the Ocklawaha River. Natural communities
characteristic of the property include mesic flatwoods, floodplain swamp,
floodplain marsh and depression marsh.

Wildlife viewing:

Numerous listed species are found on - site, including wood storks, bald
eagles, Flor ida sand hill cranes and snowy egrets. A diversity of waterfowl,
including the mottled duck, hooded merganser, blue -winged teal and other
wetland -dependent species use the marshes, wetland prairies and former

farm fields as foraging and roosting sites. The area also provides habitat for
glossy ibis, northern harrier, turkey, alligator and white -tailed deer.

HAYoAfl

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, wildlife viewing, bicycling, horseback riding, camping and
seasonal hunting. more info
2. Orange Creek is a designated small -game hunt area, open for
waterfowl and snipe season.
Restrict ions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
2. Public access is restricted in certain areas under construction or
restoration, as posted.
Access:
From U.S. 301, take County Road (CR) 325 east for approximately two miles
to the parking area on the south side of CR 325, or take CR 318 east
approximately three miles to the entrance sign.
For more information:
Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hun ting information, click HERE .

Where to go camping guide Pagel06


http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&formtype=latlong&latlongtype=degrees&latdeg=29&latmin=25&latsec=48&longdeg=-82&longmin=03&longsec=47
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w08_p-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/w08_l-map.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/using.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/important.html
http://sjr.state.fl.us/recreationguide/hunting.html

Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Sunny hill Restoration Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

4,405 acres.

Location:

North of County Road (CR) 42, stre tching along nine miles of the Ocklawaha
River in Marion County, east of Lake Weir and the town of Weirsdale.

Description:
This land was purchased to restore wetland functions on a portion of the
historic Ocklawaha River floodplain. In cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, the District plans to reestablish more than nine miles of the old
Ocklawaha River channel and divert a portion of the water back into the

area. This will improve wildlife habitat and water quality and provide for

flood storag e. An old farmhouse on the property, known as the Blue House,
showcases an exhibit of the Ocklawaha River Basin and how the area has
changed over time.

Wildlife viewing:

All kinds of wading birds feed in the marshes, including glossy and white

ibis, little  blue and tri -colored herons, and great and snowy egrets.
Thousands of sand hill cranes spend the winter in the Ocklawaha River

Basin. Red -tailed and red -shouldered hawks, osprey and three owl species
live here year -round. Other animal species, including b lack bear, river otter
and bobcat, are returning to the area as restoration proceeds.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, horseback rid ing, wildlife viewing, bicycling, picnicking and
primitive camping.  more info
2. Bank fishing is available at the canal at the western edge of the
property.
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
The entrance for the Blue House and for tours is on the north side of CR 42,
5.9 miles east of Weirsdale. Two parking areas are along the west side o f
Southeast 182nd Avenue Road. Boat ramps at Moss Bluff and CR 42 provide
access along the western river boundary.
For more information:
Call the Districtds Division of-440%4ford Manageme
information on the Blue House meeting facility, call (352) 821 -1043.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Council

Southern Region

Properties Location Map
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Blue Cypress Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest (Fells mere Gr.) MapQuest (512 Site)
Property Map Location Map

Size:

54,458 acres.

Location:

Along the St. Johns River between State Road (SR) 6 0 and the Indian
River/Brevard county line at Fells mere Grade.

Description:

This area is part of the Upper St. Johns River Basin Project being

implemented by the District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This

project will reduce flooding, restore and maintain natural hydrologic cycles
and protect water quality. It will also reduce freshwater diversions to the

Indian River Lagoon estuary and enhance native habitat for fish and wildlife.
Blue Cypress Lake and Kenansville Lake are located on the western portion
of the area.

Recreational activities:
1. Wildlife viewing, fishing, seasonal hunting, bicycling and hiking along

many miles of levees, primitive camping at designated sites, ca noeing,
air boating and boating. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -ter rain or track

vehicles) are not allowed on property.
2. Some portions of the area prohibit or restrict airboat/motorboats.
3. Handicapped access is available at the County Road (CR) 512
entrance.
Access:
For the Blue Cypress Recreation Area, from | -95, take t he Fells mere exit
(CR 512). Go through the town of Fells mere and continue south on CR 512.
A boat ramp is just north of SR 60. You can also take the SR 60 exit from | -
95 (Vero Beach), go west on SR 60 and turn right onto CR 512. For the Fells
mere Grade Recreation Area, go to Fells mere and turn north on CR 507
(Babcock Road) and then turn west on Fells mere Grade. From Kenansville,
go south on U.S. 441. Turn east on Kenansville/Fells mere Road. The road
ends at the parking area to Kenansville Lake (about 12 miles). Parking is
also available on the north side of SR 60.
For more information:
Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE.
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Bull Creek Wildlife Management Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide = MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

23,470 acres. A small portion of this pr operty is jointly owned with the state
of Florida.

Location:

South of U.S. 192 in Osceola County, about eight miles east of Holopaw.
Description:

This property was acquired for flood control as part of the Upper St. Johns
River Basin Project. This area pro vides flood protection in storm events and

public recreation opportunities. An 8.6 -mile loop drive starts at the check
station near the entrance, where a brochure is available for a self -guided
tour. The Florida Trail Association maintains the portion of t he Florida

National Scenic Trail that passes through the property. Friends of Bull Creek,
a volunteer group, supports the management of the site with activities such

as cleanup.

Wildlife viewing:

This area features white  -tailed deer, limpkin, great egret, gopher tortoise,
white ibis, red -cockaded woodpecker, and green -backed and great blue

herons. Sand hill cranes, turkeys and marsh rabbits also inhabit this wildlife
management area.

Recreational activities:
1. Seasonal hunting, fishing, hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, camping

at designated sites, canoeing and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Levee 73 is open for picnic  king, hiking and bicycling.
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain vehicles) are
not allowed on the property except during small -game season an d only
on named and numbered roads.
Access:

The main entrance: From U.S. 192, approximately 22 miles west of the | -
95/U.S. 192 interchange, turn south onto Crabgrass Road. The road ends at

the entrance, approximately six miles from U.S. 192. Parking is av ailable on
the south side of U.S. 192, approximately 17.5 miles west of the | -95/U.S.
192 interchange.

For more information:

Call the Districtds Division of-4404AakFod Manageme
specific information on hunting, call the Florida Fish and W ildlife

Conservation Commission: (352) 732 -1225. For hunting information, click

HERE.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Fort Drum Marsh Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

20,862 acres.

Location:

In the southwest corner of Indian River County between State Road (SR) 60

and the Florida Turnpike, approximately 20 miles west of Vero Beach.

Description:

This area contains a mosaic of wetland and upland communities. The ma rsh
area represents the southernmost reach of the
The area was acquired as part of the Upper St. Johns River Basin Project,

undertaken jointly by the District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The

diversity of plant commun ities has been shaped by both people and nature.
Natural communities include dry prairie, pine flatwoods, hardwood swamp

and freshwater marsh.

Recreational activities:

1. Activities include hiking, picnicking, horseback riding, fishing, bicycling,
primitive camping at designated sites, wildlife viewing, canoeing,
environmental education and seasonal hunting. more info

2. A boardwalk provides an opportunity to hike through a hardwood
swamp to reach Hog Island for trails and primitive camping.

3. A picnic pavilion and picnic tables are located adjacent to Horseshoe
Lake.

4. Horseback riding is not allowed on levees.

5. Vehicle acc ess beyond Lake Cara is by permit only.

Restrictions: more info

1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.

2. Access during s pecial -opportunity hunts is limited to persons in
possession of a special -opportunity permit.

Access:

Froml-95, exit at SR 60, go weMi|l enB8ERAd60O0 AO0CERhB:
located 10.9 miles west of County Road 512 and 10 miles east of Yeehaw

Juncti on.

For more information:

Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For

hunting information, click HERE.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

336 acres.

Location:

Just south o f Vero Beach in Indian River County, next to the Florida

Entomology Lab east of U.S. 1.

Description:

The conservation area contains mature coastal hammock, flatwoods and

impounded estuarine wetlands. It was purchased by the District and Indian

River County for conservation. The area has more than two miles of Indian

River Lagoon shoreline and includes a lagoon cove known as Crawford

Notch. A major goal of the lagoon Surface Water Improvement and

Management program is to restore the function of the impounded marshes.
Reconnections enhance water quality, habitat and fisheries.

Wildlife viewing:

The local chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society has prepared a plant

inventory of the area. Approximately 20 rare plant species have been

identified on -site,incl udi ng Si mpsono6s -sottorghp andwhisk or al
fern. The adjacent Indian River Lagoon estuary is part of the Vero Beach -to-
Fort Pierce State Aquatic Preserve and has been named an Estuary of

National Significance by the federal government. Long -legge d wading birds
found in the area include egrets, herons, wood storks, white ibises and

roseate spoonbills. Mallard ducks, wood ducks, mottled ducks, widgeons and

blue - and green -winged teals can be found in freshwater areas.

Recreational activities:

1. Fishing, hiking, canoeing, boating, wildlife viewing and picnicking.

more info

2. A boat launch is located at the end of Oslo Road.
Restrictions: more info

1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
Access:
On the n orth side of Oslo Road (9th Street Southeast), east of the South
Vero Beach Square Shopping Plaza.
For more information:
Call Indian River County at (772) 589 -9223. The area is managed by the
county. For additional i nf or matofband cal |
Management at (386) 329  -4404.
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Echockotee Lodge 200 - North Florida Councll

River Lakes Conservation Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location (Boat Ramp) Property Map
Location Map
Size Approximately 36,156 acres.

Location:

From State Road (SR) 520 to U.S. 192 in Brevard and Osceola counties, it

includes those lands in District ownership along the flo odplain of the St.
Johns River.

Description:

This conservation area includes lakes Washington, Winder and Poinsett. St.

Johns River water flow is regulated at one point 0 afixed -crest weir located
just north of Lake Washington 0 to help ensure water suppl y to Melbourne.

The area contains extensive wetland communities, typically dominated by
emergent species such as saw grass, smartweed, arrowhead and

maidencane.

Wildlife viewing:

This area provides important habitat for fish and wildlife populations,

inclu ding several listed species: wood storks, bald eagles, Florida sand hill

cranes and river otters. The diversity of fish and wildlife provides an
important recreational resource for anglers, hunters, boaters and bird -
watchers.

Recreational activities:

1. Seasonal hunting (the entire area is part of the Upper St. Johns River
Marsh Wildlife Management Area), fishing, hiking, bicycling, primitive
camping at designated sites, canoeing, boati ng and wildlife viewing.
more info

2. Lake Washington County Park provides picnic pavilions, restrooms, a
fishing pier and boat/canoe and airboat ramps.

3. Two shelters are located in this conse rvation area. The shelters are for
day -use only, for picnicking or protection from the weather.
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
Access:

Primarily by water as indicated on map for this property (link above). Boat
ramps are available on SR 520, on U.S. 192 and at Lake Washington County
Park.

For more information:

Call the District's Division o f Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE .
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St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

21,748 acres. Most of this property is jointly owned with the state of Florida.
Loc ation:

In Brevard and Indian River counties, between the cities of Sebastian and
Fells mere.

Description:

The St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park protects the West Indian
manatee, red -cockaded woodpecker and Florida scrub jay by providing an
upland buf fer to the river and limiting development in the area. The preserve
is a mosaic of open pine flatwoods, seasonal wetlands, hardwood swamp,
sand pine scrub and scrubby flat wood communities.

Wildlife viewing:

Wildlife abounds on the preserve. Visitors may s ee manatee, scrub jay, red -
cockaded woodpecker, southern bald eagle, bobcat, river otter, deer and
turkey. Several species of rare plants are also found here. A variety of

wading birds, including wood storks and roseate spoonbills, use the property
seasona lly. Shorebirds such as white pelicans and black skimmers use Canal
54,

Recreational activities:
1. Horseback riding, bicycling, hiking, wildlife viewing, primitive camping
at design ated sites, nature study and fishing. more info
2. Boating and canoe/kayak opportunities are available on Canal 54 and
the St. Sebastian River; however, there are no boat or canoe/kayak
launch es on the property. Please launch boats and canoes/kayaks from
the county parks on Roseland Road or at the Stick Marsh.
Restrictions: more info
1. Motorized vehicles are not permitted.
2. The preserve is open from 8 a.m. to sunset, every day of the year.
Access:
From | -95, take exit 73 and go east on Malabar Road (State Road 514). Turn
south onto Babcock Road (County Road 507), travel 11.5 miles and turn
east onto Buffer Preserve Drive. The south entrance is off Fells mere Road
(CR 512), 1.8 miles east of | -95.
For more information:
The Florida Park Service is the lead manager, in cooperation with the
District. Call the preserve at (321) 953 -5004.
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Three Forks Marsh Conservation Area
Photo Gallery Trail Guide MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map

Size:

Approximately 52,000 acres.

Location:

Extends from the southern Brevard County boundary along Fells mere

Grade, north to U.S. 192, west of Melbourne.

Description:

This area comprises  a significant portion of the Upper St. Johns River Basin
Project, a cooperative effort with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to

provide flood control and environmental protection. The first discernible

channels of the St. Johns River (Three Forks) arise w ithin the marsh south of
Lake Hell 6éndé Blazes. The original floodpl ain
severely impacted by diking and draining for agricultural uses. Water

management areas separate and improve the quality of agricultural waters

before they flow into the river.

Recreational activities:
1. Hiking, biking and bank fishing on the levees, seasonal hunting,
fishing, primitive camping at designated sites, air boating, boating,

canoeing and wildlife viewing. more info
2. Several shelters are located on the marsh. These are for day -use only
and can be used for picnicking or protection from the weather.
Restrictions: more info
1. Off-road vehicles (including motorcycles and all -terrain or track
vehicles) are not allowed on property.
2. Special protection areas include water control structures, rookeries f or

wading birds and levees.
3. Public access is also restricted in certain areas under construction or
restoration, as posted.

Access:
From | -95, use the Melbourne exit at U.S. 192 and go west to Camp Holly.
You can also take the County Road (CR) 514 exit ( Malabar Road) and turn

west on Malabar Road to the Thomas O. Lawton Recreation Area, or from the
Malabar Road exit, turn east to CR 507 (Babcock Road), then south on
Babcock and west on Fells mere Grade. Gates at the Thomas O. Lawton
Recreation Area open a tsunrise and close at sunset.

For more information:

Call the District's Division of Land Management at (386) 329 -4404. For
hunting information, click HERE .
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Triple N Ranch Wildlife Manage ment Area

Photo Gallery Trail Guide  MapQuest Location Property Map Location Map
Size:

15,391 acres. This property is jointly owned with the state of Florida.

Location:

In Osceola County, south of U.S. 192 and east of U.S. 441.

Description:

The property provides an upland buffer to the waters of Crabgrass Creek,

Jane Green Creek and the Upper St. Johns River Basin. A mosaic of

community types includes mesic flat woods, dry prairie, oak scrub, scrubby
flatwoods, cypress domes and mixed broadleaf hardwood swamps. This
property was acquired by the District and the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) to protect wildlife habitat and water

resources.

Wildlife viewing:

Wildlife abounds in this area with such species as sand hill crane, bobcat,
river otter, deer and turkey.

Recreat ional activities:
1. Seasonal hunting in the wildlife management area, bicycling, wildlife
viewing, horseback riding, hiking, primitive camping at designated
sites and nature study. more info
Restrictions: more info
1. Vehicle access is only available during hunting season.
2. The area is open sunrise until sunset.
Access:
Take | -95 to exit 71 from Melbourne. Turn west onto U.S. 192. The entrance
is 30 miles west of Melbourne and 3.5 miles east of Holopaw on the south
side of U.S. 192.
For more information:
FWC staff manage the area: (352) 732 -1225. For additional information, call
the District's Division of Land Management at (38 6) 329 -4404. For hunting
information, click HERE.
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Welcome

The Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD or District)
stretches from the St. Marks River Basin in Jefferson County to the Perdido
River in Escambia County. The District is one of five water management
districts in Florida created by the Water Resources Act of 1972, The District
has worked for decades to protect and manage water resources in a
sustainable manner for the continued welfare of people and natural systems
across its 16 -county region. It serve s Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa,
Wakulla, Walton, Washington and western Jefferson County.

Within the District's 11,305 -square -mile area, there are several major
hydrologic (or draina  ge) basins: Perdido River and Bay System, Pensacola
Bay System (Escambia, Blackwater and Yellow Rivers), Choctawhatchee
River and Bay System, St. Andrew Bay System, Apalachicola River and Bay
System and St. Marks River Basin (Wakulla River).
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Apalac hicola River

The Apalachicol a Ri
first in flow, starts high above

Atlanta in the Appalachian

Mountains.  Part of a three -river
system, the Apalachicola -
Chattahoochee -Flint (ACF)

interstate basin drains 21,794

square miles within Alabama,

Georgia, and Florida. The
Chattahoochee River meets sixteen
dams, the last at Lake Seminole

where it joins the Flint River and,

from there, flows unimpeded through Florida to the Apalachicola Bay.

The ACF basin is one of the most biodiverse, productive and economically

i mportant aquatic regions of the United State
from rare steep head ravines with the only native Torreya taxi folia  found

anywhere to bottomland hardwood forests, give it the highest species

density of amphibians  and reptiles on the continent, north of Mexico. Itis

home to 135 listed species tracked by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory,

including the protected Florida black bear. For decades the District has also

been involved in tri - state negotiations to res  tore historic flows to preserve

bi ol ogi cal health, a response to Atl antads pr

for urban growth.

The river is bordered by the Apalachicola National Forest, Torreya State

Park, The Nature Conservancy Apalachicola Bluffs and Rav ines Preserve,
Tates Hell State Forest and Apalachicola Wildlife and Environmental Area, as
well as the District -owned Apalachicola River Water Management Area.
There, the District has purchased 36,315 acres for preservation, bordering
about 19 miles of r iverfront in Gulf and Liberty counties.

The river and bay support a substantial seafood harvest, including oysters,
shrimp and numerous finfish. Thirty - eight species of fish require inundated
floodplains to spawn and survive. The District has partnered wi th Gulf
County to restore many acres of sterile dredge spoil sites to native hardwood
floodplain forest.

Hunting, fishing, boating, canoeing, hiking, camping, picnicking and bird -

watching are popular in this basin. Swallow -tail and Mississippi kites, as well
as various hawks can be found here. The District -owned Florida River

Island, in Liberty County, offers a 2.6 -mile interpretive trail and the Florida
National Scenic Trail crosses here. Call the District Lands Division for

available recreational broc  hures, (850)539 -5999.
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Chipola River

The Chipola River, the largest tributary of the
Apalachicola, also boasts 63 fresh water

springs, the largest number of any rivershed in
Northwest Florida. The District is studying
ways to improve water quality to th ese
significant springs and decrease nuisance plant
growth in its only first magnitude spring,

Jackson Blue Spring (discharging almost 86
million gallons a day). A District springs
inventory also counted nine second magnitude
springs and seven third magni tude springs in
the rivershed.  All are located in Jackson and
northern Calhoun counties and account for a
dramatic 233 million gallons a day increase in
river flow between State Road 90 and County
Road 274. =
The Chipola Riverdéds majo DUt a peeRocky,
Dry and spring creeks, are all runs formed from first and second magnitude

spring groups.  Several springs rise directly into the river and ponds, such as
Merrlt‘tos Mil 1 Po‘ndA increasing flow and prov

Visitors enjoy hunting, fishing, boating, canoeing, biking, camping,

horseback riding and bird  -watching.  Also, the state park offers many multi -

use trails, including the Management Trail, which continues on District

lands. The District and Jackson County cooperated to develop a boat ramp

and primitive camping at Christ off Landing. Also, the District awarded

Florida Forever funds to stabilize and reduce runoff from Lamb Eddy Road,

which leads to a popular boat landing. Recreational brochures are available

from the Districtdéds Lanhb989. Division, (850) 539
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Choctawhatchee River

The Choctawhatchee River and Bay
watershed drains a vast 5,350
square miles, less than half of it in
Florida. An alluvial river, it is
characterized by a broad floodplain,
seasonal flooding and a heavy
sediment load. Its old growth
bottomland hardwood forests have
drawn ornithologists searching for
elusive ivory -billed woodpeckers.
The fourth longestri  ver in Florida 4
and the third largest in flow, its major tributaries in FIorlda are
Wrights, Sandy, Pine Log, Seven Run and Bruce creeks.
The endangered Okaloosa darter is fou nd in several tributaries, as are the

bony -plated Gulf sturgeon, alligator gar and several rare snails, reptiles and
amphibians.  Habitats range from freshwater springs and steep head

streams, to tidal marshes and sea grass beds. They also encompass relic
dunes, xeric hammocks, coastal scrub and pine flat wood forests. Morrison
Spring is the largest of 13 springs the District has inventoried on the river.

Walton County was awarded Florida Forever funds to restore one of its

striking coastal dune lakes, Oy ster Lake, and reconnect wetland habitat that

had been fragmented by development. Additionally, grant funds were
awarded to reduce sediment pollution to Chocktawhatchee Bay; both from a
mile of dirt roads and a ditch network on the bay, as well as to stab ilize

unpaved Roping Road along a tributary of the river.

The District has purchased over 57,000 acres, or 85 percent of the

floodplain, on the Choctawhatchee River to prevent further declines in water

guality, preserve natural systems and reduce impacts following 13 major
floods over the last century. This public ownership also provides access for
recreation. It is managed as the Choctawhatchee River and Holmes Creek

Water Management Area.

Hunting, fishing, boating, camping, hiking, horseback riding, bi rd -watching
and nature appreciation are all available. Call the District Lands Division for
a hunting brochure, (850)539 -59909.

Public lands, including Eglin Air Force Base reservation, protect a quarter -
million acres within the watershed. Pristine beach es, featuring plants pruned
by salt spray and wind, are popular with visitors and campers at Grayton

Beach, Henderson Beach and Topsail Hill Preserve state parks. Along the
bay are Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou State Park and Eden Gardens State Park,

with its ¢ entury -old Wesley House and gardens.
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Econfina Creek

The District owns a majority of the
Econfina Creek corridor, which offers
abundant wildlife habitat as it flows
steep and narrow through
Washington County. Located north

of Panama City, it slicesin  to the
Floridian Aquifer and is fed by
numerous springs as it enters Bay
County. It then flows into Deer Point
Lake Reservoir, which supplies the
countydés dr i nReguag w
releases also provide critical fresh
water to St. Andrew Bay.

The District h as purchased about 41,000 acres of surrounding land and

created the Econfina Creek Water Management Area (WMA). It is restoring

habitat, protecting listed species and natural systems, preserving cultural

resources and controlling erosion to numerous lakes, some linked directly to
the aquifer. Globally threatened or endangered species are harbored in its

steep head valleys, sand hill lake shorelines and restored and remnant

longleaf pine -wiregrass meadows.

A 14 -mile extension of the Florida National Scenic T rail traverses remnant
old growth native longleaf pine and wiregrass communities, which still exist

on District | and near State Road 20 and
Lake Reservoir. The trail will eventually link to the statewide transverse from

th e Florida Keys to Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island. Pitt Spring also

features a short nature trail.

Group Camping is available at Blue Spring, Rattlesnake Lake North and

South and Sparkleberry Pond. Reservations are secured by completing a
Group Area Permit Application . Covered pavilions, picnic tables, fire

rings, grills and portable toilets are provided. Primitive campsites (which are

first come, first served) have also been established at a number of sites
along Econfina Creek, at Porter Lake (Tom Johns and White Oak boat

landings) and at the Pine Ridge Equestrian Trail Campground. Camping is

allowed only at designated sites, and no reservations are needed for

primitive camp i n g . For further information and
Lands Division, (850) 539  -5999.
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Escambia River

The cool, clear Escambia River is
popular for fishing and swimming,

and is largely protected under

District ownership. Some 30 miles of
fore sted river corridor, covering

about 35,000 acres of floodplain, is
being preserved in its natural state

for posterity.  While providing access
for nature appreciation and

recreation, the area, operated as the
Escambia River Water Management
Area (WMA), als o0 secures a
vegetated buffer that filters runoff

and preserves water quality in an endangered system, which flows to

Pensacola Bay. The extensive preserve also offers a continuous ecosystem

of diverse habitats, rich in mature bottomland hardwood forest, p ine uplands
and estuarine marsh.

Bluff Springs is a recent addition, a rolling tract overlooking the river mouth

and surrounded by District lands. The District is managing the tract to

restore and enhance bottomland hardwood habitat, as well as returning a
pine plantation to old growth forest habitat. Access roads have been
improved, and boundaries are marked and posted.

The Florida Department of Transportation (DOT) mitigation program and

Florida Forever funds paid for the 311.3 -acre parcel. Florida Forever funds
also helped restore Big Escambia to its original channel, eliminating about

10,000 tons of sediment a year from washing into the Escambia River and

Bay.

The Escambia River WMA provides several boat ramps and primitive

campsites, as well as  the Mystic Springs Group Use Campsite, available on

weekends by reservation for groups of 25 or less. A group area permit
application and a $20 fee are required. It includes primitive campsites,
picnic tables, fire rings, trails, charcoal grills, a toile t and a pavilion. A public

boat ramp is located nearby.
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Perdido River

The District is working to protect
and preserve water resources,
ecosystems and economies of the
Perdido River region, and restore
large tracts of commercial forest
land to native | ongleaf
pine/wiregrass habitat. In
partnership with the Conservation
Fund, it spent about $12 million to
purchase 5,456 acres, including
about 15 miles of river frontage, from International Paper (IP). The

acquisition increased District ownership across n orthwest Florida to more
than 200,000 acres, and was part of a larger Conservation Fund purchase of
timberland in three states designed to extend natural protection of the river
across state boundaries. An outstanding benefit to the citizens of Escambia
County in a time of escalating real estate prices across northwest Florida,

these woodlands will be preserved in perpetuity and will open for recreation,
woodlands that have been closed to the public for years.

An Escambia County Recreational Water Trail is envisioned, with several
boat landing access points. This would include a District - planned canoe
access and park area on the extreme northern tract, as well as existing

public access points on state and county roads. Other possible recreational
activi ties include hunting, special opportunity hunting, camping, horseback

riding, hiking, bird watching and nature appreciation.

Other Florida Forever capital improvement funds were awarded to Escambia

County to restore a natural, stable channel to Ten Mile Creek, which is
expected to reduce flooding, erosion and turbidity and improve the quality of
its receiving waters, Eleven Mile Creek and Perdido Bay. In the same

drainage basin, Florida Forever funds will help construct the Blue Pit Wetland
Storm water R etention project to enhance water quality, flood protection,
biological diversity and ground water recharge.
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Yellow/Shoal River

The scenic Yellow River corridor
within Florida is largely protected
under District ownership, as is a
section of the Shoal R iver at its
confluence with the Yellow River.
This ownership helps protects the
Sand and Gravel Aquifer, which is
used for water supply in a rapidly
growing region that faces water
supply and water quality issues. The
Sand and Gravel Aquifer lies close to
the surface and is susceptible to
contaminants from human activity
on the land.

The Yellow River Water Management Area covers 17,721 acres and includes

19 miles of river frontage. The river is also a state  -designated canoe trall
and District land is open for hiking, fishing, hunting, camping and bird -
watching. The area protects habitat of such listed species as Florida black

bear, Gulf sturgeon, Okaloosa darter, endemic mayflies, mountain laurel and
spider lilies. Visitors are reminded that floodplains ar e frequently inundated
during heavy rainfall and annual river floods.

The Yellow River flows into East Bay at Escribano Point, which includes a

significant portion of the remaining undisturbed estuarine habitat within the

entire Pensacola Bay system. The District has preserved much of this area

by purchasing 1,176 acres on the point, near the Yellow River Aquatic

Preserve. The District acquisition helps connect an extensive estuarine

network that includes Catfish Basin and Fundy Bayou. It also complemen ts
District wetlands protection and preservation efforts on Garcon Point, an

endangered species refuge.

Garcon Point

Spring and summer visitors to this estuarine tidal marsh, wet prairie and wet
flatwoods may also see carnivorous sundews, butterwort and b ladderworts,
orchids and other spectacular wild flowers. Bird life is abundant, especially
during the early morning hours, and Garcon Point is a designated Great

Birding Trail.  Bluebirds, pine warblers, ospreys, harriers and red -tailed
hawks are common. A 2.7 mile trail, established through the preserve by the
Florida Trail Association, is on Route 191; nine miles south of Milton (take
Interstate 10 to State Road 281 to Route 191). A Garcon Point Hiking Trail
Guide is available on request, (850)539 -5999. Hikers are reminded to wear
protective clothing and bring insect repellent.
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Southwest Florida Water Management District

About the District provides links to core agency information, with topics
describing who we are, what we do, how we're organized and h ow to reach
us.

The section also introduces the boards that provide agency guidance and
establish policies for the region, and the management team responsible for

their implementation.

Balancing water needs ... protecting water resources

The mission of the  Southwest Florida Water Management District is to
manage water and related natural resources to ensure their continued
availability while maximizing environmental, economic and recreational

benefits. Central to the mission is maintaining the balance betwe en the
water needs of current and future users while protecting and maintaining

water and related natural resources which provide the District with its

existing and future water supply.

The Governing Board of the Southwest Florida Water Management District
assumes its responsibilities as authorized in Chapter 373 and other chapters

of the Florida Statutes by directing a wide -range of programs, initiatives,
and actions. These programs includ e, but are not limited to, flood control,
regulatory programs, water conservation, education, and supportive data
collection and analysis efforts.

Water Supply

To ensure an adequate supply of the water resource for all reasonable and
beneficial uses, now a nd in the future, while protecting and maintaining the
water and water -related resources of the District.

Flood Protection

To minimize the potential for damage from floods by protecting and

restoring the natural water storage and conveyance functions of flood prone
areas. The District shall give preference whenever possible to non -structural
surface water management methods.

Water Quality Management

To protect water quality by preventing further degradation of the water

resource and enhancing water quality where appropriate.

Natural System Management

To preserve, protect and restore natural systems to support their natural
hydrologic and ecologic functions.

Management Support

To ensure management support services effectively and efficiently contribute
toreal i zation of the Districtdés mission to
resources.
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Alafia River Corridor

Size

3,992 acres

Location

Southeastern Hillsborough County, east of Lithia
About the Property

The Alafia River is a major tributary of Tampa Bay. Conservation of the lands
along the Alafia River will protect the river, its floodplain and wildlife habitat
for future generations. The riverods natural f

hardwood swamps and upland hammocks. Trails meander through natural
areas, as well as are as that were formerly phosphate mine pits, which are
mostly revegetated. Property was jointly purchased by the District and
Hillsborough County, and managed by the county.

T .
Hours of Operation
Daily from sunrise to sunset.
Restrooms and Water

Restroomfac i | i ti es and water fountains | ocated at
Recreational Opportunities
Camping

T Primitive camping only.

T Group areas available.

1 Permit required from Hillsborough County Parks, Recreation and
Conservation Department

Equestrian Use

T 8 miles of marked equestrian trails available on southern portion of
property adjacent to Alafia River State Park.

1 Access Old Welcome Road parking area during daylight hours without
reservations.

T Trails offer quality ride through various areas of pasture, oak
hammocks, sandhills and riverine swamps.

1 During rainy season, creek crossings may be closed for safety reasons.

1 Each rider must carry proof of current negative Coggins test.

Fishing
1 Shoreline fishing allowed from pits in northeast portion of property.
T Access via hiking trail from Al dermands For

§ Contact Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for license
requirements.
Hiking
1 Access 3 -mile marked trail from Pine crest baseball field walk -thru or
Al dermanés Ford Par k.
T Hiking allowed on eq uestrian trail.
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Chassahowitzka River and Coastal Swamps
Size

5,676 acres

Location

Southwestern Citrus and northwestern Hernando counties, south of
Homosassa Springs

About the Property

Purchased in the early 1990s, this property is part of a large greenwa y of
public lands that protects the Chassahowitzka Swamp ecosystem and wildlife
resources. The vast expanse of salt marsh, hardwood swamps, crystal -Clear

springs and river are a canoeistodos paradise.
Outstanding Florida Wate r by the state of Florida.

Camping, Hours of Operation

Daily from sunrise to sunset.

Restrooms, Water and Other Amenities

Restrooms, potable water and camp store available at campground.

Pets

Pets allowed in  County Park only. Must be on leash no more than six feet in
length at all times in campground. No pets allowed in buildings. Proof of

current vaccination required upon registration.

Recreational Opportunities

Boating and Paddling

1 Single -lane boat ramp located at campground. Canoe and johnboat
rentals.

1 Riverisshallow & use caution to not scar river bottom or grass beds,
which provide food for manatees and help maintain water quality. Use
shallow draft boats and keep track of tides.

1 Watch for manatees.

Camping

T 80 campsites with various levels of ameni ties, including electricity,
sewer, water, table, grill and fire ring. Group campsite also available.

1 Call campground office for reservations.

1 Fee for camping.

1 Bathhouse with showers, laundry facilities, shuffleboard court and
picnic pavilion available.

Hiking
T Access to dense forested wetland provided by two - mile network of old
logging roads built above grade.
1 Roads not maintained or marked 0 be prepared for wet crossings at

several narrow washouts.
For More Information
1 Chassahowitzka River Campground and Recreation Area Office, (352)
382 -2200 voice/TDD
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